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Why work on the EFTC at Gary?

At Gary, we believe afterschool and
summer learning and enrichment isn’t nice
to have, it’s must have. But in Colorado, we
don’t fund it that way.

Our work in this is focused on dramatically
increasing services and outcomes for
public school students.
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My Spark Denver

In our goal to scale afterschool and
summer programming we
supported:

- $1000 stipend for FRL-eligible
middle school students in
Denver on a restricted debit
card

- Kids can use these funds at
over 200 approved afterschool
and summer providers




My Spark Denver

Dramatic increases in kid
reported belonging,
connection and opportunity
to pursue passions

Parents reported Denver is a
better place to live, less
stress and their kids were
on screens less

Providers reported high
satisfaction and growth in
programming
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My Spark Denver Continues to Thrive

e Operated fully by the DPS
Foundation

e Funded by the City ($500K),
district ($900K), and philanthropy
($1M+)

e Served over 3,000 students in their
first year

e On track to increase the numbers
served in 2026-27

e Over 220 providers
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M%, Spark Communities Across Colorado
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Grand Junction
(District 51)
District 51
Foundation

o T

Durango /
SW Colorado
Team Up

for Youth

San Luis Valley
Boys & Girls Club of
the San Luis Valley

K

7 —©
Q

Denver
Denver Public Scheols
Foundation

Jefferson County
Colorado Gives
Foundation (Jeffco)

Cherry Creek
Cherry Creok Public
Schools Foundation

Douglas County
Douglas County
Public Schools
Foundation

Expanding
My Spark:

Gary has
provided
planning
grants to six
communities
building off
our learnings
in Denver.
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When we see
opportunity for a
new, significant
funding source for
afterschool and
summer, we take
action.




EFTC - What We’ve Done So Far:

1. Share Information:

- Co-funded a local intermediary to provide
technical assistance

- CEO & Board Chair co-authored an Op
Ed, lending our voice and influence

2. Public School Support SGO Start Up:

- Co-funded SGO start-up work - research,
staff, legal, marketing and
communications with a focus on public
school foundations

3. Broker conversations to amplify impact:
- Support City of Denver / DPS Partnership




What we’ll do next




When we see
opportunity for a
new, significant
funding source for
afterschool and
summer, we take
action.




THANK YOU

Together we can make Colorado the best place to
raise a child, build a future and thrive for generations.
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