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FEATURED GUEST 

 
 

Patricia Levesque  
CEO 
ExcelinEd 
  

Patricia Levesque is the CEO of the Foundation for Excellence in 
Education and also Executive Director of ExcelinEd in Action, a 
national advocacy organization. 

With more than 25 years of leadership experience in education policy and public 
service, Patricia serves on the boards of Khan Academy and the National Alliance for 
Public Charter Schools and on advisory boards for Harvard University’s Center for 
Education Policy Research, the Hoover Education Success Initiative Practitioner 
Council, and Teach for America’s School Systems Practitioner’s Council.  She has 
previously served on the board of the Policy Innovators in Education (PIE) Network and 
participated in the Pahara-Aspen Education Fellowship. 
 
Patricia previously worked in state leadership positions on education policy, including as 

deputy chief of staff for Governor Jeb Bush and as a top education advisor for the 

Florida Legislature. She has served on the Florida Constitutional Revision Commission, 

the Florida Taxation & Budget Reform Commission and the Florida Government 

Efficiency Task Force. 
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Terri Clark 

Arizona Literacy Director  

Read On Arizona 

  

As Arizona Literacy Director, Ms. Clark leads the state’s 
early literacy initiative, Read On Arizona. Clark guides 
Read On Arizona’s strategic, comprehensive plan to 
improving school readiness and third grade reading 

outcomes and nurtures a strong culture of collaboration to drive alignment of 
efforts, avoid duplication, and accelerate progress toward shared goals. She 
provides literacy expertise and technical assistance to partners and builds 
capacity to scale and sustain what works by developing shared resources 
through federal, state, and local funding opportunities to advance statewide 
efforts in early literacy. Clark graduated with honors from Brown University. She 
holds a M.A. in Reading, Language, and Literacy. 
 

 

 

Jenna Lawrence Conway 

State Superintendent of Public Instruction  

Virginia Department of Education 

 

Jenna Conway is Virginia’s Superintendent of Public Instruction 

and previously served as Chief of Early Learning and Specialized 

Populations at the Virginia Department of Education. Over the 

past eight years, she has led Virginia’s efforts to strengthen its birth-to-five early 

childhood system, expand access to high-quality learning, and improve outcomes for 

children from early childhood through K–12. 

With more than a decade of leadership in state education agencies, Conway has driven 

transformative reforms in both Louisiana and Virginia. She helped unify early childhood 

programs, improve classroom quality, and expand access for families. As Virginia’s first 

Chief School Readiness Officer, she built a nationally recognized early childhood model 

that doubled the number of young children served with public funding and established 

an integrated data system linking early learning to K-12 outcomes.  

A Virginia native and graduate of Charlottesville City Schools, Conway holds degrees 

from Yale University, the Stanford Graduate School of Business, and the Broad 

Education Residency. She is also the proud mother of three children who attend 

Richmond City Public Schools. 
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Amanda Malone, Ph.D.  

State Literacy Director, K-12 

Mississippi Department of Education 

  

Dr. Amanda Malone is the Literacy Director for the Mississippi 

Department of Education (MDE), leading statewide efforts to 

improve literacy and to ensure all students receive high-quality 

instruction. With over 20 years in education, she brings extensive 

experience in teaching, coaching, and leadership, grounded in the belief that literacy is 

a gift and fundamental human right. 

 

Dr. Malone has served as a classroom teacher, an MDE literacy coach and regional 

literacy coordinator, and a district reading coach. She holds a Ph.D. in Higher Education 

Administration and is an ordained minister. She values family and is dedicated to 

education and serving others alongside her husband, Jonathan, and their son, Matthew. 

 

 

Anna Shults 

Chief Academic Officer  

Indiana Department of Education 

Anna Shults serves as the Chief Academic Officer at the Indiana 

Department of Education (IDOE) under the leadership of Dr. 

Katie Jenner, Indiana’s Secretary of Education.  Anna brings over 

30 years of education experience to her current role overseeing 

IDOE’s strategic priorities focused on student outcomes and educator recruitment & 

development. Through this work she maintains a laser focus on cultivating meaningful 

learning experiences for all Hoosier students and ensuring every Indiana classroom has 

an effective teacher. 

Anna began her career as an elementary teacher and is the 2007 Indiana Teacher of 

the Year.  She worked at IDOE previously and led the Department’s efforts to build a 

third grade reading policy that ensures every student leaves Grade 3 as a successful 

reader.  Anna has also served as a Deputy Chancellor at the Florida Department of 

Education and spent a year at the Gates Foundation engaged in teacher leadership 

work.  She is the Founder of an Indianapolis charter school and served as its Head of 

School for seven years.  Anna has a Bachelors in Elementary Education and her 

Masters in Curriculum & Instruction.  
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Derrell Bradford 
President 
50CAN 

Derrell Bradford is the president of 50CAN: The 50-State 

Campaign for Achievement Now. In his role, Derrell leads 

50CAN’s SPARK work, and trains and recruits local leaders 

across the country to serve as executive directors of state CANs, 

advocacy fellows, and citizen advocates. He also leads the National Voices fellowship 

which focuses on education policy, media, and political collaboration. 

Derrell previously served as the executive director at New Jersey’s Better Education for 

Kids. At B4K Derrell worked to secure passage of the tenure reform legislation TEACH 

NJ. Prior to B4K, Derrell spent nine years with New Jersey’s Excellent Education for 

Everyone (E3) as director of communications and then executive director. While there 

he also served on the state’s Educator Effectiveness Task Force. 

Derrell frequently contributes to education debates in print, digital, radio, and TV media. 

He serves on several boards dedicated to putting the needs of students and families 

first, including Success Academy Charter Schools, yes. every kid., the National Alliance 

for Public Charter Schools, the advisory boards of the Alliance for Catholic Education at 

Notre Dame and the National Association of Charter School Authorizers, the PIE 

Network, and was the founding board chair of EdBuild. A native of Baltimore, Derrell 

attended the St. Paul’s School for Boys and received a bachelor’s degree in English 

from the University of Pennsylvania. 


