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Investing in families as essential

“The question is not whether 
we can afford to invest in 
every child; it is whether we 
can afford not to.”

-Marian Wright Edelman

Strong and growing evidence that 
supporting parents and caregivers
promotes healthy child development 
and has the potential to reduce racial 
and socioeconomic disparities.



Early childhood is a developmentally sensitive period

With 1 million new neural 
connections formed every 
second in the first years of life, 
young children’s brains are 
malleable and vulnerable.

Responsive relationships early in 
life are the most important factor 
in building sturdy brain 
architecture.



Early adverse experiences affect lifelong health and success

From birth through age 3, 
20% of children had 1 adverse 
experience.

The most common adversity 
is living in a family that has 
struggled to cover basics such 
as food or housing.

Other ACEs across the 
economic spectrum but Black 
and Latinx children bear a 
disproportionate burden.



Science Driven Redesign of Policy and Practice
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Early language leads to opportunity
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Global standard for measuring 
talk in early childhood

Recording Data & 
Feedback

Management &
Evaluation
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Programs & Supports

Early-language focus for any 
home-visiting program.

Parent-group classes to 
strengthen community. 

Job embedded professional 
development for early 
childhood teachers.
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10 sessions + LENA Days
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10 sessions + LENA Days

73% graduation rate
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Built-in measures of effectiveness
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The mission of Abriendo 
Puertas/Opening Doors is to 
honor and support parents as 
leaders of their families and as 

their child’s first and most 
influential teacher and 

advocate.Desarrollando un Futuro Mejor a través del Liderazgo de los Padres / 

Building a Better Future Through Parent Leadership



The nation’s first evidence-based, comprehensive training program 

created by and for parents with children ages 0-5.

Honors and supports parents:

• As family leader 

• As their child’s first teacher 

• At home, which is their child's first school

Two-generation approach:

• Builds parent leadership skills

• Promotes family well-being and

• Positive outcomes for children 

What is Abriendo Puertas/Opening Doors?



Young Latino Children in the U.S.

27% of the nation’s children are under 5 years old.  

In 2017, 44% of all children (ages 0-17) born in the U.S., 
have at least one immigrant parent.

Latinos represent 1/4 of all children in the U.S. It’s the 
second-fastest-growing and largest ethnic group of 
children.                                       Source: Child Trends, Murphy, Guzman, & Torres, 
2014

Latino children are expected to represent 1/3 of all US 
children by 2050.

Source: Child Trends, Murphy, Guzman, & Torres, 2014

Source: 2017 Kids Count Data Center – child population by age group 

Source: Migration Policy Institute, 2017 
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/frequently-requested-statistics-immigrants-
and-immigration-united-states 







Implementing Partners



ParentCorps’ Essential Elements

• Build Authentic Relationships

• Honor Culture

• Understand Race and Racism

• Share the Science of Early 
Childhood

• Practice Self Reflection 



Who you are is how 
you facilitate/coach!

Self-Reflection Questions:

• What do I believe about the families I serve?

• How did my beliefs come to be?

• What are the strengths of the families?

• How are they demonstrating those strengths?

• What is this parent already doing well?

• How can affirm this parent for those things?



Questions & Discussion
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Upcoming GLR Learning Tuesdays Webinars:

Please join us!

LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY CHALLENGE WEBINAR
Teaching Early Reading With a Digital Mindset
Tuesday, Nov. 24, 3 p.m. ET/12 p.m. PT

LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY CHALLENGE WEBINAR
Scaling High Dosage Tutoring to Support Learning Loss Recovery
Tuesday, Dec. 1, 3 p.m. ET/12 p.m. PT

CRUCIBLE OF PRACTICE SALONS WEBINAR
Suncoast, Florida
Tuesday, Dec. 8, 12:30 p.m. ET/9 a.m. PT

LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY CHALLENGE WEBINAR
Lessons From Tulsa SEED: Supporting Learning & Well-Being During COVID
Tuesday, Dec. 8, 3 p.m. ET/12 p.m. PT




