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Priority Instructional Content & 

Family Guides 

ELA & Mathematics

The Campaign for Grade Level Reading Webinar 

September 8, 2020



Student Achievement Partners (achievethecore.org)

• Our mission: to design and take actions based on evidence that 

substantially improve student achievement.

• Our equity vision: a nation in which all students experience rigorous 

standards-aligned instruction from kindergarten through high school 

graduation.

• Our five-year goal: to significantly impact ELA/literacy and 

mathematics outcomes for more than half of K-12 students nationally, 

with a particular focus on students who face barriers of racism or 

poverty. 



Key Shifts in Math

Focus strongly where the standards focus.

Coherence: Think across grades and link to major 

topics within grades.

Rigor: In major topics, pursue conceptual 

understanding, procedural skill and fluency, and 

application with equal intensity.

http://www.achievethecore.org


Key Shifts in ELA/Literacy

Complexity: Practice regularly with complex 

text and its academic language.

Evidence: Ground reading, writing, and 

speaking in evidence from text, both literary 

and informational.

Knowledge: Build knowledge through content-

rich nonfiction.

http://www.achievethecore.org


Seek Common Ground (seekcommonground.org)

● Our Mission: Seek Common Ground (SCG) serves independent state- and 

community-facing organizations and promotes consensus-driven coalition 

building by honoring local agenda setting with those most impacted by 

education policy and practice (students, families, educators, communities) in 

order to drive sustainable educational excellence and equity. 

● Through its Action Accelerator model, SCG creates Learning Communities, 

linking the power of independent groups together through regular routines and 

communication and directing expertise and resources to organizations. 

● We believe we can improve the educational prospects for all children by 

respecting diverse viewpoints, embracing dialogue and promoting promising 

policies, practices, and strategies created by those most impacted.



➔ This will be a challenging year for educators, students, and families

➔ The model of returning to school is uncertain

➔ Lots of concerns about learning loss from previous school closure

➔ Important to look ahead rather than remediate the deficiencies of the 

past

➔ There is a risk that school systems will broaden inequities that have 

always existed 

➔ Educators have an enormous amount of work ahead of them 

Why create the Priority Instructional Content? 

School Year 2020-2021



● Amplify what instructional content 

matters most

● Accelerate all students’ learning 

● Hold high expectations for all students

● Foster students’ social-emotional 

development 

Why create the Priority Instructional Content? 



What is the Priority Instructional Content?

● Focus of instruction for mathematics  

(K-12) and ELA/literacy (K-12) 

● For 2020-2021 school year 

● Leverages structure and emphasis of 

college- and career-ready standards

○ Prioritizes within Major Work 

○ Consistent with Instructional Shifts 

Strategic 

choices about 

which content 

to prioritize.



Build from Priority Instructional Content to ensure the work you do 

supports coherent and equitable teaching and learning. 

Who is the intended audience for the Priority 

Instructional Content?

Publishers: Design 

modifications for SY 2020-

2021

District leaders: Modify 

existing plans and resources. 

Create equitable instruction & 

structures. 

State agencies: Support 

district decision making.

PL Providers: Design 

aligned modifications for SY 

2020-2021



What the Priority Instructional Content Leaves Out

● Designing and implementing a school reopening model

● Instructional supports and scaffolds for all learners 

● Systematic SEAD development for teachers and students 

● Best practice for school operations during SY 2020-2021

Context and local knowledge matters 



Overview: Math
For every grade-level… 



Overview: ELA/Literacy

“...each of our students in every learning 

community needs to be engaged in college- and 

career-ready study. What’s always been 

important is especially important now.”

Priority Instructional Content, p. 61

K -3: Teach Students to Read

K -12: Keep Grade-Level Complex Text 

at the Center of Reading, Writing, 

Speaking and Listening, and Language 

Instruction  

K - 12: Build Knowledge Through 

Reading, Writing, and Speaking about   

Topics Across Content Areas 

Focus on Standard that Represent the Major Work of ELA/Literacy Instruction 



Family Guides













seekcommonground.org/family-guides

http://seekcommonground.org/family-guides


- Sandra Alberti, Student Achievement Partners, SAlberti@studentsachieve.net

- Amy Briggs, Student Achievement Partners, ABriggs@studentsachieve.net

- Stacy Wetcher, Student Achievement Partners, SWetcher@studentsachieve.net

- Sandy Boyd, Seek Common Ground, Sandy@seekcommonground.org

- Christina Cover, Seek Common Ground, Christina@seekcommonground.org

Reach out!

mailto:SAlberti@studentsachieve.net
mailto:ABriggs@studentsachieve.net
mailto:SWetcher@studentsachieve.net
mailto:Sandy@seekcommonground.org
mailto:Christina@seekcommonground.org




Questions & Discussion



gradelevelreading.net  /  @readingby3rd  /  #GLReading

Upcoming GLR Learning Tuesdays Webinars:

Please join us!

LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY WEBINAR

PBS Unlocks Digital Learning in Science With Elinor Wonders Why 

Tuesday, September 8, 3 p.m. ET/12 p.m. PT

LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY WEBINAR

Ask The Teacher(s): What Success Could Look Like

Tuesday, September 15, 3 p.m. ET/12 p.m. PT


