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To create a world-class educational system that gives students 

the knowledge and skills to be successful in college and the 

workforce, and to flourish as parents and citizens

VISION

To provide leadership through the development of policy and 

accountability systems so that all students are prepared to 

compete in the global community

MISSION

Mississippi Department of Education
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State Board of Education Strategic Plan Goals: ALL Means ALL
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BACKGROUND
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State of Mississippi in 2013

• Highest poverty rate in the nation

• F in K-12 achievement and D for chance for success (Quality Counts)

• Ranked 50th in nation for education

• 75.5% graduation rate, the second lowest among neighboring states

• 4th graders reading more than one full grade level behind the national average 

on the National Assessment of Education Progress (NAEP); overall NAEP scores 

among lowest in the nation 

• Large “honesty gap” between state assessment proficiency rates and NAEP results

•
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Laying the Foundation for Success

• Reorganized state education department around strategic plan goals

• Adopted rigorous, college- and career-ready standards statewide

• Developed assessments aligned to academic standards and the National 

Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)

• Implemented strong accountability system for all schools and districts 

• Improved data quality and transparency

• Built teacher and leader capacity through major professional development 

initiative to ensure students master higher academic standards
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EDUCATION ACHIEVEMENTS
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Early Childhood Education Achievement
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• 77% of Early Learning 

Collaborative (ELC)

students met target 

kindergarten-readiness 

score in 2019, an increase 

from 59% in 2015

• ELC students show higher 

rates of kindergarten 

readiness (77%) than 

students in other public pre-

K classes (69%)



Kindergarten Achievement
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3rd Grade Reading Achievement

• Literacy-Based Promotion Act 

originally required 3rd graders to 

score at Level 2 on a reading test to 

be promoted to 4th grade

• Students are now expected to score 

at Level 3, which is closer to 

proficient

• When expectations were raised in 

2019, 85.6% of students met the 

highest reading standard ever 

required under the Literacy-Based 

Promotion Act
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English Language Arts and Mathematics Proficiency

8



English Language Arts and Mathematics Proficiency Gains in Districts
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English Language Arts and Mathematics Proficiency Gains By Grade
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NAEP Proficiency Gains in Mississippi
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National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)
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Advanced Placement (AP) Achievement
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• Advanced Placement 

(AP) participation and 

performance nearly 
doubled since 2013

• AP pass rate reached 

an all-time high of 34% 

in 2019

• Greatest increase in AP 

qualifying scores from 

2018 to 2019 was 

among African-
American students 

(+9.5%) and Hispanic

students (+6.4%)



Graduation Rate
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• Graduation rate 

increased for all 

subgroups from 

2014 to 2020 

accountability year

• Graduation rate for 

students with 

disabilities had the 

greatest increase 
from 27.5% to 42.2% 

(+14.7%)



Declining Drop-out Rate
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• Drop-out rate 

decreased 

from 13.9% in 

2014 to 9.7% 

for the 2020 
accountability 

year



District Improvement

Note: Percentages have been rounded
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School Improvement

Note: Percentages have been rounded
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2020 Quality Counts and KIDS COUNT Rankings

• Quality Counts ranks Mississippi 

No. 2 in the nation for improvement 

in education

• KIDS COUNT 2020 showed 

Mississippi experienced the greatest 

improvement in education, 

ranking 39th in the country, a 

substantial upturn from the previous 

ranking of 44th in 2019
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IMPACT OF SCHOOL 

CLOSURES
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Digital Access in Mississippi: Impact on Students

• COVID-19 has amplified the inequities that exist among 

Mississippi students

• Children with no access to computers and adequate internet access have 

been put at a great disadvantage when schools shifted to distance 

learning

• 32% of Mississippi households do not have broadband
(Center for Population Studies, University of Mississippi, May 1, 2020)

• Percentage of Mississippi households without a computer device ranges 

from 8% in the university town of Oxford to 44% in the Mississippi 

Delta city of Greenwood
(AP article, Virus forced schools online, but many students didn't follow, April 17, 2020)
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Digital Access in Mississippi: Impact on Teachers

This Tupelo High School teacher lives in Pontotoc County, MS, and cannot get broadband or high-quality 

phone service at her rural home. She parks in a gravel lot to upload videos for her students using a Wi-Fi 
hotspot on her phone.

Photo credit: Thomas Wells, Daily Journal



SCHOOL REOPENING PLANS
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Considerations for Reopening Schools

35

• MDE partnered with a workgroup of nine superintendents from a diverse 

range of school districts to outline the key issues districts need to address 

for the eventual reopening of schools.

• The issues are divided into six topics and outlined in the document, 
Considerations for Reopening Mississippi Schools, which provides a three-

month timeline of strategies for district leaders to consider as they plan for 

the 2020-21 school year.



DIGITAL LEARNING PLAN
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Digital Learning Plan

• The Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) requested $250 million 

from the state's Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) 

Act stabilization fund to support bringing digital learning to all schools and 

students across Mississippi

• If fully funded – and implemented with a committed portion of local district 

funds – the plan would effectively create a 1:1 initiative in every district by 

providing every student with a computer device to learn at school or at 

home



Digital Learning Plan Components
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1. Devices and services: Laptops or tablets for all students who need one

2. Connectivity: Hotspots and data plans to connect to the internet

3. Digital curriculum and learning management systems: High-quality instructional 
materials and the best online platform(s) to deliver them

4. Professional development for teachers, parents and school staff: Training 
teachers how to deliver instruction online and training parents how to support their 
children with technology at home

5. Computer security, planning, and support: Device management, software, 
network configuration and accessibility

6. Telehealth/Teletherapy: Devices, connectivity, curriculum and professional 
development will support student access to telehealth/teletherapy and social-

emotional learning 
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Mississippi Legislation to Help Close Digital Divide

Equity in Digital Learning Act (SB 3044)

• Designates $130 million in CARES Act funds for a grant program to purchase 

computer devices and other distance learning-related expenses

• Funds will be distributed according to average daily membership

• An additional $20 million will be distributed to school districts based upon 

schools' needs

Pandemic Response Broadband Availability Act (HB 1788)

• Allocates an additional $50 million to provide grants to schools to expand 

broadband access in the unserved areas of the state



Challenges to Implementing Digital Learning Plan
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• Majority of funding from the state is based on student 

enrollment rather than specific district needs (89 districts are 

underfunded by $45 million; 61 districts are overfunded by 

$35 million)

• Short timeline for districts to obligate funds

• Districts must spend own funds and then be reimbursed

• Competition with other states to procure computer devices
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Next Steps

• Despite the challenges, MDE is committed to bringing equity to education 

through the statewide Digital Learning Plan

• We will continue to partner with the philanthropic community help advance 

our Digital Learning Plan

• We will continue to support districts with professional development to help 

students accelerate learning in the 2020-21 school year

• We are focused on acceleration, rather than remediation



Carey M. Wright, Ed.D.

State Superintendent of Education

Maintaining Momentum in Mississippi 
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Questions & Discussion
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The Campaign for Grade-Level Reading (CGLR) appreciates the

generous support of our Enterprise Investors, Sept 2018–Aug 2020 
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• Anonymous Donor

• Bezos Family Foundation*

• Buffett Early Childhood Fund**

• Carnegie Corporation of New York***

• Chan Zuckerberg Initiative

• Charles Stewart Mott Foundation

• Heising-Simons Foundation

• Knight Foundation

• Marguerite Casey Foundation

• Mid-Iowa Health Foundation

• Overdeck Family Foundation

• The Annie E. Casey Foundation**

• The California Endowment

• The David & Lucile Packard 

Foundation**

• The Heinz Endowments

• The Patterson Foundation**

• United Way of Greater Atlanta/Joseph B. 

Whitehead Foundation

• W.K. Kellogg Foundation

* Sponsor of the Science Matters Series

** Anchor Funder  

*** Sponsor of the Productive Parent/Teacher

Partnership Initiative
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