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VISION

To create a world-class educational system that gives students
the knowledge and skills to be successful in college and the
workforce, and to flourish as parents and citizens

MISSION

To provide leadership through the development of policy and
accountability systems so that all students are prepared to
compete in the global community



State Board of Education Strategic Plan Goals: ALL Means ALL
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State of Mississippi in 2013

» Highest poverty rate in the nation

* F in K-12 achievement and D for chance for success (Quality Counts)
+ Ranked 50t in nation for education

«  75.5% graduation rate, the second lowest among neighboring states

- 4t graders reading more than one full grade level behind the national average
on the National Assessment of Education Progress (NAEP); overall NAEP scores
among lowest in the nation

« Large “honesty gap” between state assessment proficiency rates and NAEP results
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Laying the Foundation for Success

Reorganized state education department around strategic plan goals
« Adopted rigorous, college- and career-ready standards statewide

+  Developed assessments aligned to academic standards and the National
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)

* Implemented strong accountability system for all schools and districts
- Improved data quality and transparency

- Built teacher and leader capacity through major professional development
initiative to ensure students master higher academic standards
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EDUCATION ACHIEVEMENTS
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Early Childhood Education Achievement

« 77% of Early Learning
Collaborative (ELC)
students met target
kindergarten-readiness

score in 2019, an increase 770/0
from 59% in 2015 Early Learning

Collaboratives

6 9%

Other Public PreK

« ELC students show higher
rates of kindergarten

readiness (77%) than - STUDENTS MEETING

] ] Kindergarten-Readiness Score in 2019
students in other public pre-
K classes (69%)
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Kindergarten Achievement

KINDERGARTEN REA.I]INESS AND GROWTH

65.6% of students

met end-of-year
target score

36.1% of students

scored
kindergarten
ready
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3rd Grade Reading Achievement
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Literacy-Based Promotion Act
originally required 3" graders to
score at Level 2 on a reading test to
be promoted to 4" grade

Students are now expected to score
at Level 3, which is closer to
proficient

When expectations were raised in
2019, 85.6% of students met the
highest reading standard ever
required under the Literacy-Based
Promotion Act
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3rd Grade Reading Achievement

Level 3
Level2  g5gor

93.2%

2015

Raised
Expectation

Original Expectation “after finalretest



English Language Arts and Mathematics Proficiency

Mississippi Academic Assessment Program (MAAP)

41.6%

2016 2017 2018 2019

English Language Arts (ELA)
Levels4 &5
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41.3%

2016 2017 2018 2019

Mathematics
Levels4 &5



English Language Arts and Mathematics Proficiency Gains in Districts

Total districts 62
with more than 45%
48 ‘

of students scoring
14 j

proficient or advanced
English Language Arts Mathematics
% JR— more than tripled more than quadrupled
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English Language Arts and Mathematics Proficiency Gains By Grade

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
2017-18

PROFICIENT

2018-19
PROFICIENT

MATHEMATICS

2017-18 2018-19
PROFICIENT PROFICIENT

GRADE
Grade 3

Grade 4
Grade 5
Grade 6
Grade 7
Grade 8
English Il

Overall

OR ADVANCED

44.7%
45.1%

36.2%
38.0%
34.7%
35.1%
44.5%

39.8%

OR ADVANCED

48.3%
48.5%
43.1%
33.6%
39.0%
35.5%
43.8%

41.6%

CHANGE
+3.6%

+3.4%
+6.9%
-4.4%
+4.3%
+0.4%
-0.7%

+1.9%
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GRADE OR ADVANCED ORADVANCED CHANGE

Grade 3 46.0% 51.4% +5.4%
Grade 4 44.4% 48.8% +4.4%
Grade 5 33.8% 38.9% +5.1%
Grade 6 46.4% 47.6% +1.2%
Grade 7 49.2% 51.1% +1.9%
Grade 8 41.2% 44.8% +3.6%
Algebra | 46.6% 49.3% +2.7%
Overall 43.9% 47.3% +3.5%
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NAEP Proficiency Gains in Mississippi

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)
Mississippi Students Scoring Proficient or Above

39%
32% =|=
i 25%
22% 22%
19%
15%
Grade 4 Reading Grade 4 Math Grade 8 Reading Grade 8 Math
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National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)

Mississippi National Rankings
NAEP Gains
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Advanced Placement (AP) Achievement

» Advanced Placement
(AP) participation and
performance nearly
doubled since 2013

« AP pass rate reached
an all-time high of 34%
in 2019

« Greatest increase in AP
qualifying scores from
2018 to 2019 was
among African-
American students
(+9.5%) and Hispanic
students (+6.4%)
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32.9%
b

7415

31.5% . Percent of AP Tests
- 3% 34% with Passing Scores
14076 13082 13806

Number of AP Tests
12,455 Taken

32.9%

Sed%
325%
10,46
9,361

< Number of Students
Taking AP Tests

Number of AP Tests
Earning College
Credit

2013

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
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Graduation Rate

* Graduation rate MISSISSIPPI'S

increased for all

subgroups from GRADUATION RATE

2014 to 2020
accountability year @

84.6

84.0

e Graduation rate for
students with

85.0%
2020

81.4

2019

. agugsn 80.8 2018
disabilities had the e e
greatest increase oS
from 275% tO 422% 74.5% National Average (most recent data available)
(+14.7%) 2014 e MiSSiSSippi(accountabilityyeardata)
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Declining Drop-out Rate

* Drop-out rate ,
decreased MISSISSIPPI'S
from 13.9% in [?REO(P:(I)-J'PING
2014 t0 9.7% RATE
for the 2020
accountability

year

10.8% 10.6% 10.1%

9.7%
2020

2017 2018 2019

— Mississippi (accountability year data)
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District Improvement

DISTRICT GRADE
IMPROVEMENTS

CO00002016-20000000

._A, B, C o A' B' C
D,F,
D,F,

2016 2019

MISSISSIPPI
*Lm mm Note: Percentages have been rounded
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School Improvement

SCHOOL GRADE
IMPROVEMENTS

C00002016-20900000

+ ABC o AB,C
D,F,
D,F,

2016 2019

hllSSISSlPPI
*L.,u ok Note: Percentages have been rounded
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2020 Quality Counts and KIDS COUNT Rankings

- Quality Counts ranks Mississippi QUALITY COUNTS

No. 2 in the nation for improvement MOST IMPROVED
in education

« KIDS COUNT 2020 showed

L : District of Columbia 857 9.3
Mississippi experienced the greatest = !
improvement in education, Mississippi 739 62 1
ranking 39t" in the country, a Tennessee 75.6 37
subsltantlal uptgrn from the previous Louisiana M4 35 4
ranking of 44t in 2019

Wyoming 819 E} 29 1'

* Source: EdWeek Research Center, 2020
? M Category: Chance for Success
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IMPACT OF SCHOOL
CLOSURES
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Digital Access in Mississippi: Impact on Students

« COVID-19 has amplified the inequities that exist among
Mississippi students

« Children with no access to computers and adequate internet access have
been put at a great disadvantage when schools shifted to distance
learning

» 32% of Mississippi households do not have broadband
(Center for Population Studies, University of Mississippi, May 1, 2020)

» Percentage of Mississippi households without a computer device ranges
from 8% in the university town of Oxford to 44% in the Mississippi

Delta city of Greenwood
(AP article, Virus forced schools online, but many students didn't follow, April 17, 2020)
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Digital Access in Mississippi: Impact on Teachers

This Tupelo High School teacher lives in Pontotoc County, MS, and cannot get broadband or high-quality
phone service at her rural home. She parks in a gravel lot to upload videos for her students using a Wi-Fi

hotspot on her phone.

ternet or high quality phone s

Tupelo High School teacher Anna Ga
e.

pload videos for her students using a Wi-'® hom

Tupelo High School teacher Anna Garner, who lives in Pontotoc, pal
Fi hot spot on her phone.
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SCHOOL REOPENING PLANS
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TYPES

OF SCHOOL
OPENING
SCHEDULES

HYBRID
SCHEDULE

VIRTUAL
SCHEDULE

4 | CONSIDERATIONS FOR REOPENING MISSISSIPPI SCHOOLS | PUBLICATION DATE JUNE 8, 2020



TRADITIONAL
SCHEDULE

Requires students
to be physically 3
present in school -

Facility and Staffing Considerations

with scheduling ¢ Daily screening protocols

miedifeatiens1o ¢ Transportation adjustments

follow CDC and - P )

Mississippi State * Routine disinfectant protocols

Department of

Health (MSDH) ¢ Consider keeping students static and moving

recommendations. teachers to limit interactions and assist with
contact tracing

e Create plan for serving students and adjusting
duties for staff who cannot return to the
building due to health issues

¢ Limit student movement and restrict
gatherings in buildings to achieve social
distancing guidelines

5| CONSIDERATIONS FOR REOPENING MISSISSIPPI SCHOOLS | PUBLICATION DATE JUNE 8, 2020



HYBRID
SCHEDULE

Combines online and
face-to-face instruction
for students. Schools |

i A/B Days
{Q:rsgi%efetqcﬂﬁ.teanqgﬁt& Student population is divided in half, with each

half reporting to school on alternating days
and participating in distance learning during
days scheduled at home. Fridays could be used
for tutorials/special populations/professional
development.

Examples of Hybrid Schedules

Elementary Face-to-Face & Secondary Distance
Learning

Elementary students attend four full days a week,
spread out across buildings to reduce the student-
teacher ratio to support social distancing. Secondary
students would complete work through distance
learning.

Elementary Face-to-Face & Secondary A/B Days
Combination of the two models above with the goal
of reducing the number of students in the schools
each day to achieve social distancing guidelines.

HYBRID
SCHEDULE

6| CONSIDERATIONS FOR REOPENING MISSISSIPPI SCHOOLS | PUBLICATION DATE JUNE 8, 2020



VIRTUAL
SCHEDULE

Instruction provided
through distance
learning.

Considerations for Distance Learning Effectiveness

o Sufficient internet bandwidth

¢ Mitigation of the digital divide among families

¢ Implementation of a Learning Management System
(LMS) and developed curriculum content

¢ Training for teachers on instruction in a virtual
environment

VIRTUAL
SCHEDULE

7 | CONSIDERATIONS FOR REOPENING MISSISSIPPI SCHOOLS | PUBLICATION DATE JUNE 8, 2020




Considerations for Reopening Schools

 MDE partnered with a workgroup of nine superintendents from a diverse
range of school districts to outline the key issues districts need to address
for the eventual reopening of schools.

» The issues are divided into six topics and outlined in the document,
Considerations for Reopening Mississippi Schools, which provides a three-
month timeline of strategies for district leaders to consider as they plan for
the 2020-21 school year.

o
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DIGITAL LEARNING PLAN
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Digital Learning Plan

« The Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) requested $250 million
from the state's Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES)
Act stabilization fund to support bringing digital learning to all schools and
students across Mississippi

 If fully funded — and implemented with a committed portion of local district
funds — the plan would effectively create a 1:1 initiative in every district by

providing every student with a computer device to learn at school or at
home

k.
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Digital Learning Plan Components

1. Devices and services: Laptops or tablets for all students who need one
2. Connectivity: Hotspots and data plans to connect to the internet

3. Digital curriculum and learning management systems: High-quality instructional
materials and the best online platform(s) to deliver them

4. Professional development for teachers, parents and school staff: Training
teachers how to deliver instruction online and training parents how to support their
children with technology at home

5. Computer security, planning, and support: Device management, software,
network configuration and accessibility

6. Telehealth/Teletherapy: Devices, connectivity, curriculum and professional
development will support student access to telehealth/teletherapy and social-
emotional learning

o
? MISSISSIPPI
EFARTMENT OF
| | EDUCATION 38



Mississippi Legislation to Help Close Digital Divide

Equity in Digital Learning Act (SB 3044)

« Designates $130 million in CARES Act funds for a grant program to purchase
computer devices and other distance learning-related expenses

» Funds will be distributed according to average daily membership

« An additional $20 million will be distributed to school districts based upon
schools' needs

Pandemic Response Broadband Availability Act (HB 1788)

 Allocates an additional $50 million to provide grants to schools to expand
broadband access in the unserved areas of the state

o
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Challenges to Implementing Digital Learning Plan

« Majority of funding from the state is based on student
enroliment rather than specific district needs (89 districts are
underfunded by $45 million; 61 districts are overfunded by
$35 million)

« Short timeline for districts to obligate funds

 Districts must spend own funds and then be reimbursed

« Competition with other states to procure computer devices

o
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Next Steps

« Despite the challenges, MDE is committed to bringing equity to education
through the statewide Digital Learning Plan

«  We will continue to partner with the philanthropic community help advance
our Digital Learning Plan

»  We will continue to support districts with professional development to help
students accelerate learning in the 2020-21 school year

« We are focused on acceleration, rather than remediation

b 1
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The Campaign for Grade-Level Reading (CGLR) appreciates the

generous support of our Enterprise Investors, Sept 2018—Aug 2020
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Bezos Family Foundation*®

Buffett Early Childhood Fund**
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Chan Zuckerberg Initiative

Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
Heising-Simons Foundation

Knight Foundation

Marguerite Casey Foundation
Mid-lowa Health Foundation
Overdeck Family Foundation

The Annie E. Casey Foundation™*
The California Endowment

The David & Lucile Packard

Foundation™
The Heinz Endowments
The Patterson Foundation**

United Way of Greater Atlanta/Joseph B.

Whitehead Foundation
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