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Unprecedented numbers of students have disappeared
during the pandemic. Schools are working harder than ever

to ﬁIld them. By Moriah Balingit, The Washington Post, Feb. 25, 2021

Missing in the Margins
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How Many Students May Be Without Access to Education? EELL ON -TDHER

The Atlantic ON TEACHING

‘The Pandemic Is a Cirisis for Students With Special Needs

Some students rely on schools for the personal, hands-on attention of specialists. What do they do now?

nwen FAITH HILL APRIL 18, 2020


https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/pandemic-schools-students-missing/2021/02/25/f0b27262-5ce8-11eb-a976-bad6431e03e2_story.html
https://bellwethereducation.org/publication/missing-margins-estimating-scale-covid-19-attendance-crisis
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2020/04/special-education-goes-remote-covid-19-pandemic/610231/

Reading performance at mid-year

DIBELS 8: % on track (ready for care instruction) DIBELS 8: % far behind (needing intensive intervention)
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Student readiness for core instruction at middle of year has declined from prior year in
all grades, but most significantly in grades K-1. There has been a corresponding
increase in students who are far behind and require intensive intervention. This drop is
unprecedented in the previous 20 years of our data.

9 Amplify.



Why Focus on In-School Assessment Data?

." i-Ready This analysis focused on assessment data from in-school

testing locations because it is:
+ More consistent with historical testing conditions

W-h t W ’V L d « Less variable from student to student, and, therefore:
d eve Learne « A more valid comparison to historical performance

about Unfinished Learning

Insights from Midyear Diagnostic Assessments

Cutrioum Assoclates Resaarch Brief | March 2021 I{ F in ’ ] :

« Unfinished learning is greater this winter compared to prior school years.
« Unfinished learning in reading is greater for students in Grades 1-7, particularly in early
elementary grades,

« Unfinished learning in mathematics is greater for students in all grades, particularly
elementary grades.
+ Unfinished learning is greater for students in schools serving majority Black and Latino students.

« Unfinished learning is greater for students in schools located in lower-income zip codes.
« Itis too early to tell if students are catching up from starting behind in the fall.




Are there different populations of students testing
In School vs. Out of School in Winter 20207?

&

-More likely to be in schools serving
a higher percentage of White
students

-More likely to be in schools located
in lower income zip codes

-More likely to be in schools located
in towns, rural areas (i.e., farther
from a city)

-Historically above average

Curriculum Associates
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Students Testing In School 0 Students Testing Out of School

-More likely to be in schools
serving a higher percentage of
students of color

-More likely to be in schools
located in cities and suburbs (i.e.,
closer to a city)

-Historically at or below average

ii-Ready



Reading

Unfinished learning in Reading is greater this winter compared to
prior school years, particularly in early elementary grades.

Percent of Students

Graph 1a: On Grade Level, Reading

4
* Historical Winter ¥ Current Winter, Reading Data Focus: - -
i 16%
54% [10% _la% 12%
1 2 3 4 5

n=4613684 n=0645728 n=8682069 n=0661462 n=6013%91 n=312800 n=255717 n=233903
n=182,066 n=191,622 n=194976 n=188,501 n=169462 n=90870 n=73,629 n=68>585

™,




hMathematics

Unfinished learning in Mathematics is greater this winter compared
to prior school years, particularly in elementary grades.

Percent of Students

Graph 2a: On Grade Level, Mathematics
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ﬁln Grade 3, unfinished learning is greater in schools serving
2-'a majority of Black or Latino students compared to schools
serving majority White students; this is also true historically.

Graph 3a: On Grade Level by Race/Ethnicity: Grade 3 Reading and Mathematics
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In Grade 3, unfinished learning is greater for students in schools in
lower income zip codes in Reading and Mathematics; this is also
true historically.

Graph 4a: On Grade Level by Income: Grade 3, Reading and Mathematics
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Learning in COVID-19:
Initial findings on students’ reading and
math achievement and growth

—— Nt ey R S
. In a study of 4.4. million students,

{ most students showed growth ing |
. both reading and math N |
' achievement since the onset of ? Y :.-
\ coviD-19 disruptions, but growth""‘

in math was lower than in a typical | .

year.
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Missingness Matters

The lack of data on our most vulnerable students warrants caution.
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» Asizable population of the most vulnerable students were not assessed in fall 2020

* Their achievement is not reflected in the data

« Impacts of COVID-19 on student achievement are likely underestimated

nwea
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How will we,
in this moment,
make a difference

in their lives?

nwea




ESSA: SEC. 1001. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE.

"The purpose of this title is to provide all children significant
opportunity to receive a fair, equitable, and high-quality
education, and to close educational achievement gaps."




A Call to Action for Accountability

Nothing worth having comes easy.

Theodore Roosevelt

How do we support schools, educators,
communities, and programs?

nwea

(re)Defining outcomes that matter
Creating Theories of Change
Providing context in assessments

Supporting school improvement, including
access, technologies, and PL

Partnering for Progress




Lack of High-Speed Internet and Device Access

Race & Ethnicity Income
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Households Without High-Speed Home Internet Households Without » Computer https://futureready.org
nwea R — O P L /homework-gap/#facts




CARES Act funds new satellite internet
pilot program to connect Ocracoke
students

Ocracoke village [photo courtesy National Park Service]

nwea






Questions & Discussion



Upcoming GLR Learning Tuesdays Webinars:

CRUCIBLE OF PRACTICE
Our Story: Early Childhood Matters With Story County Reads, lowa
Tuesday, April 13, 12:30 p.m. ET/9:30 a.m. PT

LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY CHALLENGE
ARPA Bets Big on Accelerating Learning Recovery
Tuesday, April 13, 3 p.m. ET/12 p.m. PT

FUNDER-TO-FUNDER CONVERSATION
Building on the American Rescue Plan: What's Next for Reducing Child Poverty
Tuesday, April 20, 12:30 p.m. ET/9:30 a.m. PT

LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY CHALLENGE
$20 B for Afterschool & Summer: Realizing the Opportunity for Communities
Tuesday, April 20, 3 p.m. ET/12 p.m. PT

LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY CHALLENGE
The Fall K-3 Classroom: What the Data Imply About Composition, Challenges & Opportunities
Tuesday, April 27, 3 p.m. ET/12 p.m. PT

Please Join Us! GLR
Learning
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