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By Moriah Balingit, The Washington Post, Feb. 25, 2021

https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/pandemic-schools-students-missing/2021/02/25/f0b27262-5ce8-11eb-a976-bad6431e03e2_story.html
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Student readiness for core instruction at middle of year has declined from prior year in 

all grades, but most significantly in grades K-1. There has been a corresponding 

increase in students who are far behind and require intensive intervention. This drop is 

unprecedented in the previous 20 years of our data.

Reading performance at mid-year
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-More likely to be in schools serving 
a higher percentage of White 
students

-More likely to be in schools located 
in lower income zip codes

-More likely to be in schools located 
in towns, rural areas (i.e., farther 
from a city)

-Historically above average

Are there different populations of students testing 
In School vs. Out of School in Winter 2020?

Students Testing In School Students Testing Out of School
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-More likely to be in schools 
serving a higher percentage of 
students of color

-More likely to be in schools 
located in cities and suburbs (i.e., 
closer to a city)

-Historically at or below average
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Unfinished learning in Reading is greater this winter compared to 
prior school years, particularly in early elementary grades.
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Unfinished learning in Mathematics is greater this winter compared 
to prior school years, particularly in elementary grades.



In Grade 3, unfinished learning is greater in schools serving 
a majority of Black or Latino students compared to schools 
serving majority White students; this is also true historically. 



In Grade 3, unfinished learning is greater for students in schools in 
lower income zip codes in Reading and Mathematics; this is also 

true historically.



In a study of 4.4. million students, 

most students showed growth in 

both reading and math 

achievement since the onset of 

COVID-19 disruptions, but growth 

in math was lower than in a typical 

year.

Learning in COVID-19: 
Initial findings on students’ reading and 
math achievement and growth



Missingness Matters 

The lack of data on our most vulnerable students warrants caution.

• A sizable population of the most vulnerable students were not assessed in fall 2020

• Their achievement is not reflected in the data

• Impacts of COVID-19 on student achievement are likely underestimated 



How will we,

in this moment,

make a difference

in their lives?



ESSA: SEC. 1001. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE.

"The purpose  of  this  t i t le  is  to  provide  a l l  chi ldren s ignif icant  
opportunity  to  receive  a  fa ir ,  equitable ,  and high -qual i ty  
education,  and to  c lose  educational  achievement  gaps."



A Call to Action for Accountability

Nothing worth having comes easy. 

Theodore Roosevelt

How do we support schools, educators, 

communities, and programs?

• (re)Defining outcomes that matter

• Creating Theories of Change

• Providing context in assessments

• Supporting school improvement, including 

access, technologies, and PL

• Partnering for Progress



https://futureready.org

/homework-gap/#facts





‘‘SEC. 1001. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE.
"The purpose of this title is to provide all children significant 
opportunity to receive a fair, equitable, and high-quality 
education, and to close educational achievement gaps."



Questions & Discussion
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Upcoming GLR Learning Tuesdays Webinars:

gradelevelreading.net    @readingby3rd    #GLReading    #LearningTuesdays   

Please Join Us!

CRUCIBLE OF PRACTICE

Our Story: Early Childhood Matters With Story County Reads, Iowa

Tuesday, April 13, 12:30 p.m. ET/9:30 a.m. PT

LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY CHALLENGE

ARPA Bets Big on Accelerating Learning Recovery

Tuesday, April 13, 3 p.m. ET/12 p.m. PT

FUNDER-TO-FUNDER CONVERSATION

Building on the American Rescue Plan: What’s Next for Reducing Child Poverty

Tuesday, April 20, 12:30 p.m. ET/9:30 a.m. PT

LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY CHALLENGE

$20 B for Afterschool & Summer: Realizing the Opportunity for Communities

Tuesday, April 20, 3 p.m. ET/12 p.m. PT

LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY CHALLENGE 

The Fall K-3 Classroom: What the Data Imply About Composition, Challenges & Opportunities

Tuesday, April 27, 3 p.m. ET/12 p.m. PT




