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DIVERSE BOOKS 
IMPACT STUDY

2023 Study Highlights



• Objective #1: To better understand the 

impact of diverse classroom libraries 

from the educator perspective

• Objective #2: To better understand the 

impact of diverse classroom libraries 

with respect to student outcomes

• Objective #3: To add to the limited 

existing research on this topic

STUDY OBJECTIVES



STUDY METHODOLOGY

Phase 1: Large Scale Quantitative Survey

• Target Audience

• First Book Network Educators, 

Classroom-based

• Design

• 20-question online survey

• Data collection period was bi-monthly, 

December 2022 – May 2023

• Response

• 3,682 participant applications

• 592 selected participants

• 437 final participants

Phase 2: Qualitative Semi-Structured 

Interviews

• Target Audience

• Research participants who completed 

the quantitative requirements

• Design

• 1-hour informal interviews via Zoom

• Data collection period was June 2023

• Response

• 415 participant applications

• 15 final interviewees



• Students’ reading scores increased after 

educators added diverse books to their classroom 

libraries

• Bilingual and LGBTQ+ titles drove the largest 

reading gains

• Students spent more time reading after educators 

added diverse books to their classroom libraries

• Allowing students to choose which books they 

want to read positively affected outcomes 

• A majority of students chose to read diverse 

books that serve as mirrors, where they can see 

themselves 

KEY FINDINGS



+4 HOURS of collective 

reading each week
• The average amount of time classroom 

reading increased after adding new 

diverse books to the classroom library 

was 4 hours. (p < 0.005)

STUDENTS READ MORE WITH ACCESS 
TO DIVERSE BOOKS

'Kids are just willing to read for a 

longer time when they have access to 

the right books. Whether it’s a 

character they’re familiar with or just 

a topic or story that reflects their 

interests … there are a lot of ways 

to grab kids’ attention. And if they 

want to learn more, they want to read 

more books.’

Katie, 25-year veteran teacher in Minnesota



• Educators reported gains in reading 

assessment scores across each time 

point

• These gains were 3 points higher 

than nationally expected 

average yearly gains (+9).

• Gains were greatest for the lowest 

scoring students (+11)

WITH MORE DIVERSE BOOKS, STUDENT 
READING SCORES NOTABLY IMPROVED















MISSION
Raising a Reader supports families and inspires the development 
of literacy skills and a lifelong love for reading to help children 
attain brighter futures in which they can thrive and contribute in 
school, the workforce and society.

VISION
Every child has the family support and reading skills they need to 
thrive.

VALUES STATEMENT
We believe that all children deserve the opportunity to realize 
their potential. We believe that the best way to support children is 
by engaging and strengthening families, and that the lessons that 
last are those learned with love. 





Raising a Reader’s Classic Red Book Bag Program 





bring 
belonging
to life

CREATING THE 
CONDITIONS FOR 
BELONGING
The mission of AmazeWorks is 
to champion equity and 
belonging for all

amazeworks.org
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