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Seminal Finding
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Parents, regardless of race, 

income, and education level, 

believe their child is at or above 

grade level in reading and math.*

88%

PERCEPTION

PERFORMANCE

Eighth grade students

demonstrate proficiency or 

above in reading and math.**
30%

*B-Flation: How “Good Grades” Can Sideline Parents, Gallup/Learning Heroes 2023 

**2024 NAEP data

Given grade level standards are inconsistent across states, NAEP "proficiency/above" offers a national standard 

representing "solid academic performance for the given grade level" which is what we aspire our students to be able to do.



Parents are Problem Solvers
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But parents can only act on what they know.

GRADE INFLATION

Parents report their child 

receives all B’s or above79%



For Parents, Good Grades = Grade Level
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Parents and teachers rank the most important ways to know how a child is achieving

Teachers

#1 Your/the teacher’s in-class observations

#2
Results from classroom tests/quizzes 

from the teacher

#3 Interactions with the student

#4 Results from benchmark tests

#5 Results from student’s year-end tests

#6 Report card grades

#7 Homework

#8 Parent feedback 

Parents

#1
Written or verbal feedback from the 

teacher

#2 Report card grades

#3
Results from classroom tests/quizzes 

from the teacher

#4 Your child

#5
Results from your child’s year-end state 

tests

#6 Benchmark tests

#7 Homework
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Parents’ worries shift when they believe their child is 
below grade level. 



Houston Area Urban League family workshop

Awareness Building Campaign | Go Beyond Grades 

https://gobeyondgrades.org/b2s-for-teachers/


After seeing the ad, 50% of parents indicated they are 
very likely to work with their child’s teacher

8

After seeing this ad, please indicate how likely you are to do each of the 

following.

LEARNING HEROES

Work with my child’s 

teacher to create a 

plan for my child’s 

learning in areas where 

they need more 

support

Have a conversation 

with my child’s teacher 

to learn in what areas 

my child may need to 

improve

Have a conversation 

with my child’s teacher 

to help them get to 

know my child’s 

strengths, interests, 

and areas where they 

need more support

Ask my child’s teacher 

if my child is on grade 

level

Look for more 

information besides my 

child's grades to know 

how they are achieving

Access resources to 

help my child at home 

on 

gobeyondgrades.org/ 

Tarrant

Ranked by % Very Likely



Parent Opinions on Curating Their Child’s 
Education

From the EdChoice/Morning Consult
Gen Pop/Parent Survey

Monthly Poll

Gen Pop N ≈ 2,200

Parent N ≈1,300

https://edchoice.morningconsultintelligence.com/assets/329770.pdf

https://edchoice.morningconsultintelligence.com/assets/329770.pdf


Beside moving from grade school to middle school or middle school to high school, has your child ever 
switched from one type of school (or school sector) to another? The various types/sectors include public 
schools, public charter schools, private schools, full-time virtual schools, and home schooling.



If given the option, what type of school would you select in order to obtain the best education for your 
child?



To what extent are you satisfied or dissatisfied with your child’s experiences with the following types of 
schools?



Children may encounter different circumstances both inside and outside of school that make it hard for 
them to achieve academic and personal success. Has your child ever experienced any of these 
difficulties at their former school? Please select all that apply?



In order to provide the best education for your child, what would be your preferred weekly schedule 
and location between schooling at home with a parent/teacher/tutor, or outside the home?



Is your child getting tutoring outside of regular school hours this school year?



What would you be able and willing to spend, on a monthly basis, per child for tutoring outside of 
school hours?



Abriendo Puertas  |  Opening Doors 





Parent Leadership 

Curriculum Co-created 
with parents for parents 

Grounded in research 

Popular Education 

10 sessions 

AP-OD Curriculum 

Our work is inspired by Popular 
Education, a way of teaching, 

learning, and building 
community that honors families 

and their strengths while building 
power. In all our programs, 

parent knowledge and 
experience is central, embraced, 

and valued. Instead of 
emphasizing information, Popular 

Education transforms lives and 
builds community through 

shared experiences, struggles, 
and hopes.



AP-OD Curriculum 
Session 1: I am My Child’s First Teacher; Our Home, My Child’s First School

“The Apple Doesn’t Fall Far from the Tree”

Session 2: My Child’s Growth and Development

“What Begins Well, Ends Well”

Session 3: Power of Words

“The More That You Learn, The More Places You Will Go”

Session 4: Health Body/Healthy Mind - Part 1: Nutrition & Physical Activity

“Better Safe Than Sorry”

Session 5: Health Body/Healthy Mind - Part 2: Social-Emotional Well-Being

“Each Mind is a World Unto Itself”



AP-OD Curriculum 
Session 6: My Child, Media and Technology

“The Future Belongs to Those Who Prepare for It Today”

Session 7: Count With Me

“A Journey of a Thousand Miles Begins with a Single Step”

Session 8: Let’s Get Ready for School

“Knowledge is Power”

Session 9: Champions for Our Children’s Future

“There Is No Worse Struggle Than the One Never Waged”

Session 10: Yes, We Can! Graduation

“Success Knows No Bounds”



Impact



Our National Latino Family Report 2025



Accomplishments 2024



Accomplishments 2024



Thank 
you! 
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