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Charter Schools

• According to 2024 data from the National Alliance for Public Charter Schools, public 

charter schools serve nearly 3.8 million students across 8,150 schools and campuses. 

During the 2022-23 school year, charter schools enrolled 7.6% of all public school 

students, up from 6.5% in 2018-19. 

– Charter school enrollment increased by 7% from 2019-20 to 2020-21, the largest since the 2015-

16 school year, due in part to an increase in virtual charter enrollment during the pandemic

• Five states-California, Texas, Florida, Arizona, and New York—account for more than 

half of all charter school enrollment nationwide

– Arizona has the largest share of charter school enrollment relative to its overall population. One in 

5 public school students in Arizona attends a charter school
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Microschools

• A 2024 RAND Corporation research report cited estimates that between 750,000 

and 2.1 million students use microschools as their primary schooling provider 

(about 2% of the K-12 student population)

• The National Microschooling Center published a 2025 American Microschools 

Sector Analysis that looks at 800 microschools from every state and D.C.

– 74% of the microschools surveyed reported serving children with 

neurodiversities; 63% reported serving children two or more grades below 

“grade level”; 50% reported serving children with emotional trauma, and 46% 

reported serving children with “other special needs”
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Open Enrollment

• Nearly 45 states have some form of open enrollment

• According to a Reason Foundation report, of the states where 

robust data is available, 19 states and 1.6 Million students use 

these laws to attend a school outside of their assigned one

– Florida, Texas, and Colorado accounted for 44% of these 

transfers

5GLRWeek2025.gradelevelreading.net  /  #GLRWeek   #FocusOnTheGaps 



Education Savings Accounts

6GLRWeek2025.gradelevelreading.net  /  #GLRWeek   #FocusOnTheGaps 



Homeschooling Data: 2023-2024
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Map from JHU 

Institute for 

Education Policy 

webpage titled 

“Homeschool 

Growth: 2023-2024”

Homeschool Growth: 

2023-2024 - JHU 

Institute for 

Education Policy

https://education.jhu.edu/edpolicy/policy-research-initiatives/homeschool-hub/homeschool-growth-2023-2024/
https://education.jhu.edu/edpolicy/policy-research-initiatives/homeschool-hub/homeschool-growth-2023-2024/
https://education.jhu.edu/edpolicy/policy-research-initiatives/homeschool-hub/homeschool-growth-2023-2024/
https://education.jhu.edu/edpolicy/policy-research-initiatives/homeschool-hub/homeschool-growth-2023-2024/


ExcelinEd @ExcelinEd | ExcelinEd.org | © 2025

8

Open Enrollment 
A Grow ing  Pub l i c  S choo l  Cho i ce  Opt i on  -
7/31/2025
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• Allows families to enroll their children in a public school outside their zone 
of attendance.

• Removes geographic/arbitrary barriers, giving students access to schools 
that better meet their needs.

• Two types:
• Intra-district: Transfer to a different school within the same school district.

• Inter-district: Transfer to a different school district. 

Open Enrollment
Breaking down attendance zones and district lines
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• Promotes equity by ensuring access to a quality education regardless of 
ZIP Code.

• Encourages diversity and school fit for families.
• Decouples schools from your house (which oftentimes serves as a proxy for 

income).

• Empowers families by shifting the power to them to determine what their 
children need

• Helps to overcome the insidious history of redlining 

Open Enrollment
Providing access to quality schools
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• A discriminatory housing practice that denied financial services to 
communities based on race or ethnicity.
• Congress passed the Federal Home Loan Bank Act to help Americans purchase 

homes

• The Home Owner’s Loan Corporation created a series of maps that highlighted 
“desirable” areas and “undesirable” areas. 

• These areas were mostly broken down along racial or income lines
• Predominately white or high-income areas were “desirable” and 

predominately black or low-income neighborhoods were “undesirable”. 

• These “undesirable” areas were shaded or outlined in red. 

• Redlining was later outlawed, but boundaries remain

Open Enrollment
Redlining
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*Available to All
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School Choice Matters

Nearly 45 states have SOME form of open enrollment

School Choice Matters

Open Enrollment

Inter-District Intra-District



ExcelinEd @ExcelinEd | ExcelinEd.org | © 2025 1414

• A Reason Foundation report outlines the growth in open enrollment 
students.
• Of the 19 states where robust data is available, 1.6 Million students use these 

laws to attend a school outside of their assigned one. 

• Florida, Texas, and Colorado accounted for 44% of these transfers

• In 10 states that track income, 43% of students were from families utilizing the 
free and reduced price lunch program. 

• Around 12% of students have a disability. 

• Additional data shows that students are transferring TO rural districts instead 
of away. 

Open Enrollment
Context
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Open Enrollment
Context
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Open Enrollment
Growth

*Reason-Public School Without Boundaries 2024 
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Open Enrollment
Polling

*EdChoice Morning Consult Poll-May 2025
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*Reason-Public School Without Boundaries 2024 **Only inter-district transfers

• Almost 200,000 students utilize 
open enrollment   
• That is 28% of all public school 

students attending a school other 
than the one they were assigned to 
attend

• 27,000 are FRPL eligible**

• 7,500 transferred to a rural school

• 18,000 were students with disabilities

*School Choice Matters

Open Enrollment
Colorado
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*Reason-Public School Without Boundaries 2024

• Almost 275,000 total students 
participate
• Roughly 9% of all students in Florida 

participate in open-enrollment

• More low-income (148,000) than non-
low income (124,000)

• 41,000 students with disabilities 
attended a non-zoned school

• 98% of participants are intra-district 
students.

*School Choice Matters

Open Enrollment
Florida
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*Reason-Public School Without Boundaries 2024

• 119,000 students utilized open 
enrollment
• 14% of students attend a school 

outside their zoned one.

• 7,800 students transferred to a rural 
district.

• 102,000 transferred out of the district

• 17,000 transferred within the district

*School Choice Matters

Open Enrollment
Arizona
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Recommendations

Open Enrollment
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• Districts should be required to 
accept students from outside their 
boundaries 
• Exceptions should be allowed for 

capacity issues

Open Enrollment
Inter-District
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• Districts should be required to 
allow a student to choose a school 
outside of their zoned school
• Exceptions should be allowed for lack 

of space in schools

Open Enrollment
Intra-District
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• Districts should permit year-round 
transfers
• Parents should be able to move at any 

point in the year

Transfer Windows
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• No student should be required to 
pay tuition to attend a public 
school

Tuition Free Schools
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• School districts should be required 
to report capacity, so parents know 
where there are open seats 

Transparency in Capacity
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• The state should report on district 
level enrollment data.
• Lawmakers should be able to see 

which districts accept students and 
which do not.  

Transfer Data Transparency
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Thank you!

Foundation for Excellence in Education

P.O. Box 10691

Tallahassee, FL 32302

850.391.4090

info@ExcelinEd.org

@ExcelinEd

@ExcelinEd

/ExcelinEd
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Michael Chartier

Michael@excelined.org
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More Hopeful Futures or Children as Collateral Damage: 
Implications of Accelerated Deportation
Tuesday August 5, 3–4:30 p.m. ET/12−1:30 p.m. PT

More Hopeful Futures or Children as Collateral Damage: 

Medicaid as Linchpin, Truth and Consequences
Tuesday, August 12, 3–4:30 p.m. ET/12−1:30 p.m. PT

More Hopeful Futures or Children as Collateral Damage: 

SNAP's Far-Reaching Benefits for Children
Tuesday, August 19, 3–4:30 p.m. ET/12−1:30 p.m. PT

Disproportionate Impact Magnified: 

Rural America’s Children & Families as Collateral Damage?
Tuesday, August 26, 3–4:30 p.m. ET/12−1:30 p.m. PT

August Rebroadcast Schedule
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Live GLR Learning Tuesdays Programming Returns in September!

Make Plans to Join Us in September!

GLR LEARNING TUESDAYS | DECODING NAEP

Beyond Decoding NAEP: The Federal Role in Promoting Efficacy, Equity and Accountability

Tuesday, September 2, 3−4:30 p.m. ET/12−1:30 p.m. PT

CRUCIBLE OF PRACTICE SALON

Nebraska Growing Readers: Increasing Book Access and Early Literacy Behaviors

Tuesday, September 16, 12:30−2 p.m. ET/9:30 a.m.−12 p.m. PT

GLR LEARNING TUESDAYS | PARENTS AS CURATORS

Parents as Curators? Supporting Parent Agency and Informed Decisions

Tuesday, September 9, 3−4:30 p.m. ET/12−1:30 p.m. PT

FUNDER-TO-FUNDER CONVERSATION

Meeting the Moment? Philanthropic Support for Child Advocacy Organizations and Networks

Tuesday, September 16, 12:30−2 p.m. ET/9:30 a.m.−12 p.m. PT

PEER EXCHANGE LEARNING CONVERSATION

Early Relational Health: The Cornerstone and Common Thread

Tuesday, September 30, 12:30−2 p.m. ET/9:30 a.m.−12 p.m. PT







Connect

and

Engage!



@readingby3rd

@CampaignforGLR

@LinkedInHandle

#GLRWeek

#FocusOnTheGaps

GLRWeek2024.gradelevelreading.net

Connect

and

Engage!


	Slide 1: Parents as Curators of Their Children’s Education: Balancing Choice, Equity and Accountability
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: Charter Schools
	Slide 4: Microschools
	Slide 5: Open Enrollment
	Slide 6: Education Savings Accounts
	Slide 7: Homeschooling Data: 2023-2024
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30: August Rebroadcast Schedule
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35

