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PRESENTERS

Derrell Bradford

President

50CAN: The 50-State Campaign for Achievement Now
LinkedIn: Derrell Bradford| 50CAN: The 50-State Campaign for
Achievement Now

X: @FiftyCAN
Facebook: The 50-State Campaign for Achievement Now (50CAN)

Derrell Bradford is the president of 50CAN: The 50-State Campaign for Achievement Now. In his role,
Derrell leads 50CAN’s SPARK work and trains and recruits local leaders across the country to serve as
executive directors of state CANs, advocacy fellows, and citizen advocates. He also leads the National
Voices fellowship which focuses on education policy, media, and political collaboration.

Derrell previously served as the executive director at New Jersey’s Better Education for Kids. At B4K
Derrell worked to secure passage of the tenure reform legislation TEACH NJ. Prior to B4K, Derrell
spent nine years with New Jersey’s Excellent Education for Everyone (E3) as director of
communications and then executive director. While there he also served on the state’s Educator
Effectiveness Task Force.

Derrell frequently contributes to education debates in print, digital, radio, and TV media. He serves
on several boards dedicated to putting the needs of students and families first, including Success
Academy Charter Schools, yes. every kid., the National Alliance for Public Charter Schools, the
advisory boards of the Alliance for Catholic Education at Notre Dame and the National Association of
Charter School Authorizers, the PIE Network, and was the founding board chair of EdBuild. A native
of Baltimore, Derrell attended the St. Paul’s School for Boys and received a bachelor’s degree in
English from the University of Pennsylvania.

GLR Week 2025
Panelist Bios
July 31, 2025


https://www.linkedin.com/in/dyrnwyn/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/50can-the-50-state-campaign-for-achievement-now/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/50can-the-50-state-campaign-for-achievement-now/
https://www.facebook.com/50CAN?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUIceR5CvkGksvi-kuE5mHrQPW_MvTtGG7W3irrwJBxOEbjzKbcKHOWhiaUD4HveUDzy5_eDj09eb_HVKbPoSIkjiz6uO_EJiGkoB-85Upw35Lp7FwBlWxSz5xmq9Kkeshnt8bpor5wiWiGdqADpqrw5nnejC5CUrUYi_cdOgdOWA&__tn__=-%5dK-R

Michael Chartier

Policy Director, Education Choice
ExcelinEd

LinkedIn: Michael Chartier | ExcelinEd

X: @ExcelinEd

Facebook: Foundation for Excellence in Education

Michael spent nearly eight years at EdChoice, formerly the Friedman Foundation for Educational
Choice, leading the national nonprofit’s state-based coalition and policy work to advance school
choice legislation in more than 18 states. He began his career more than a decade ago working for
former Indiana Gov. Mitch Daniels as Director of Intergovernmental Affairs and Policy Director for the
state’s professional licensing agency. He also served as the Indiana State Director for Americans for
Prosperity.

Michael has a bachelor’s degree in political science from The George Washington University. He lives
in downtown Indianapolis and enjoys spending time with his family and exploring new grilling
techniques.

B Robin Lake

~_ Director

Center on Reinventing Public Education, ASU

LinkedIn: Robin Lake | Center on Reinventing Public Education

X: @CRPE_edu

9
Robin Lake is director of the Center on Reinventing Public Education. CRPE’s mission is to develop
transformative, evidence-based solutions for K—12 public education. Her research focuses on U.S.
public school system reforms, including public school choice and charter schools; innovation and
scale; portfolio management; and effective state and local public oversight practices.

Lake has authored numerous studies and provided expert testimony and technical assistance on
charter schools, district-charter collaborations, and urban school reform. She is the editor of Unique
Schools Serving Unique Students: Charter Schools and Children with Special Needs and editor of
Hopes, Fears, & Reality: A Balanced Look at American Charter Schools. She has provided invited
testimonies to the U.S. House of Representatives Education and Labor Committee as well as various
state legislatures.

She presents regularly at conferences and summits around the United States, and has advised on
charter school implementation in South Africa and the United Kingdom. Lake serves as a board
member or advisor to various organizations, including the Journal of School Choice, the National
Center on Special Education in Charter Schools, the National Association of Charter School
Authorizers, and Education Next. She was named to the summer 2016 class of the Pahara-Aspen
Education Fellows Program, designed to support exceptional leaders reimagining U.S. public schools.

Lake holds a BA in International Studies and an MPA in Education and Urban Policy from the
University of Washington. She also serves as a professor of practice in the Mary Lou Fulton Teachers
College at Arizona State University.
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Halley Potter

Director of PK-12 Education Policy and Senior Fellow
The Century Foundation

LinkedIn: Halley Potter | The Century Foundation

X: @TCFdotorg

Facebook: The Century Foundation

Halley Potter is the director of PK-12 education policy and a senior fellow at The Century Foundation,
where she works to advance public policy solutions for addressing educational inequality. She is an
expert on school integration, preschool equity, charter schools, and college access. Her work at TCF
includes producing original research as well as helping to lead the Bridges Collaborative, a national
network of school systems and housing organizations committed to advancing integration.

Halley is coauthor, with Richard D. Kahlenberg, of A Smarter Charter: Finding What Works for Charter
Schools and Public Education (Teachers College Press, 2014), which examines two themes behind the
original vision for charter schools as set out by teacher union leader Albert Shanker: empowering
teachers as leaders and innovators and bringing together students from different racial, cultural, and
socioeconomic backgrounds. Her writing has also been published in numerous news outlets, including
The New York Times, Washington Post, US News, and Educational Leadership, and she has appeared on
MSNBC and public radio. She has testified before lawmakers as well as provided technical assistance and
presented research to school superintendents, principals, school board members, and teachers across
the country.

In 2014, Halley co-founded the Diverse Charter Schools Coalition, a grassroots advocacy and
membership group supporting high-quality racially and economically integrated public charter schools.
Prior to joining The Century Foundation, Halley taught at Two Rivers Public Charter School in
Washington, D.C., a K-8 school that uses the Expeditionary Learning model to guide students in
semester-long, in-depth investigations of science and social studies topics. She graduated summa cum
laude from Yale University with a bachelor’s degree in religious studies and is an alumnus of the Coro
Leadership New York program.

MODERATOR

Bruno Manno, Ph.D

Senior Advisor

Progressive Policy Institute

LinkedIn: Bruno Manno | Progressive Policy Institute
X: @ppi

Facebook: Progressive Policy Institute

Bruno V. Manno is Senior Advisor and leads the What Works Lab at the Progressive Policy Institute.
He came to PPl from the Walton Family Foundation, where he was Senior Adviser for Education. Prior
to that, he was Senior Associate for Education with the Annie E. Casey Foundation.

He has held senior positions with several education nonprofits and policy organizations, also serving
as US Assistant Secretary of Education for Policy and Planning. He is a contributor writing about
education on Forbes.com and the author or co-author of articles and books including Charter
Schools in Action, Charter Schools at the Crossroads, and The Opportunity to Rise.
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