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David Jacobson 
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1958

Commitment from 

the beginning 

(Hands-On Science, 

1960; Head Start, 

1978)

50+ Projects

Influential Partners: 

PBS, Sesame 

Workshop, Apple, 

Google, New America
Global Reach

50 U.S. states, Asia, Africa, 

and Latin America

80+ Staff

With a commitment to addressing disparities and ensuring equity, EDC promotes the 

overall health, development, and early learning of children—from before birth throughout childhood. 

Our work informs the field, supports families and caregivers, builds the capacity of organizations 

and people, and advances effective policy.

Funders: HRSA, OHS, OCC, 

USAID, NSF, NIH, DoEd, 

SAMHSA, UNICEF, Heising-

Simons Foundation, Wallace 

Foundation, LEGO Foundation, 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 

Overdeck Family Foundation

Early Childhood @ EDC

6First10.org  |  edc.org
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Partner with 
Families

Collaborate to 
Improve Teaching 

and Learning

Coordinate
Comprehensive 

Services

Effective Schools

Strong Families

Lead 
Strategically 
and 
Continuously 
Improve 

Healthy Communities

All 

Children Learn 

and Thrive

First 10 Framework
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First 10 in Conestoga Valley (CV)

CV First 10 Goals

➢Sense of Belonging for Children and 
Caregivers

➢Positive Relationships with Our 
Schools

➢Efficient and Effective Transitions to K

➢Access and Opportunity for all CV 
Children 



Conestoga Valley’s Kindergarten Express



First 10 in Sanford, Maine
Transition to Kindergarten



First 10 in Sanford, Maine
Joint Professional Learning
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Transition to Kindergarten
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Thank You

David Jacobson 

djacobson@edc.org 

First10.org
First10.org
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Healthy and Ready to Learn
Heidi Schumacher, MD

Assistant Professor of Pediatrics

University of Vermont Larner College of Medicine
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Kindergarten Readiness Begins at Birth

V E R M O N T  C H I L D  H E A L T H  I M P R O V E M E N T  P R O G R A M

All of a child’s early 
experiences – at home, in 
child care, in other 
preschool settings – are 
educational.

✓Pre-academic skills

✓Physical wellbeing

✓Social emotional abilities

✓Self-regulation skills

✓Language skills

✓Cognitive skills
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Healthy bodies and minds are the 

foundations of academic success.

V E R M O N T  C H I L D  H E A L T H  I M R P O V E M E N T  P R O G R A M
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V E R M O N T  C H I L D  H E A L T H  I M P R O V E M E N T  P R O G R A M
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The role of health 
care

• Through trusting relationships and regular well 
child care, health care can help to improve 
school readiness through:

• Screening for psychosocial risks and 
connecting families with evidence-based 
supports

• Developmental screening to identify 
children with developmental disabilities at 
an early age and connect families with early 
interventions

• Identifying and treating physical health 
conditions that may impact school 
attendance and success

• Providing routine immunizations

Emphasis on prevention 
and early identification!
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Trends in Kindergarten Can Last a Lifetime
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V E R M O N T  C H I L D  H E A L T H  I M P R O V E M E N T  P R O G R A M
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Please consider 
your local health 
care* and public 
health colleagues 
as partners in 
supporting school 
readiness! 

• Care coordination

• Data sharing

• Joint advocacy 

• Joint messaging

*Every state has a chapter of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics, 
which can be a great place to 
start!



ABOUT CHATTANOOGA
● 25,854 children under age 6

● Unified county school district that 

serves 45,000 students

● 44 Elementary schools serving 

3,300 Kindergartners 

● Only 50% of children attend a 

child care program before 

Kindergarten

● County geography encompasses, 

urban, suburban, and rural 

schools















TRANSITION TO

CAMPAIGN FOR GRADE-LEVEL READING

KINDERGARTEN



HOW DO WE DEFINE KINDERGARTEN READY IN 
HAMILTON COUNTY?

“Children will grow into strong learners and adults when we support their brain growth before and after 
Kindergarten. In Hamilton County, we aspire that every rising Kindergartener is physically, socially, 
emotionally, and intellectually prepared for success in Kindergarten. To do this, they need families, 

schools, and communities to provide a strong foundation in the following five skill areas: Learning 
Skills, Emotional and Social Skills, Language Skills, Math Skills, and Self-

Help and Movement Skills.”



MATERIAL DEVELOPMENT & COUNTY-WIDE PROMOTION



ACTIVITY BOOKLET

Also available 
in Spanish!

Download at:



BOOKLET



KINDERGARTEN SKILL-BUILDING 
ACTIVITY VIDEOS

Ready, Set, Kindergarten Skills: Describe the Position of Objects

In this Ready, Set, Kindergarten skill-building video, Jennifer with the Arts Based Collaborative at UTC 
demonstrates how to describe the position of objects in relation to other objects through a catchy tune, 
“Where is My Shaker?”. This activity is a fun interactive way for your rising Kindergartener to learn different 
ways to identify the positions of objects. Jennifer also gives tips on how to incorporate the teaching of this 
skill in your day-to-day life. 

For more information on why learning how to describe the position of objects is an important skill for 
Kindergarten and activities to build that skill, head on over to the Chattanooga 2.0 Kindergarten-Ready 
website. www.chatt2.org/kready

Ready, Set, Kindergarten Skills: Chattanooga Library Rhyming with Miss Erica

In this Ready, Set, Kindergarten skill-building video, Miss Erica with the Chattanooga Public Library shares a 
song that parents can use to work on rhyming with your rising Kindergarteners. 

Learning to read begins long before children start sounding out words on a page. Rhyming helps children 
learn about words, sounds, and language formation and can help develop phonemic awareness. Rhyming 
also helps children recognize common word patterns, which can make it easier to learn to read.

For more information on why rhyming is an important skill for Kindergarten and activities to build that skill, 
head on over to the Language Skill Activities section of the Chattanooga 2.0 Kindergarten-Ready website. 
www.chatt2.org/kready

UNIVERSITY TEACHING ARTISTS

CHATTANOOGA PUBLIC LIBRARY

KINDERGARTEN 101
TRANSITION VIDEOS

DAY IN THE LIFE OF A KINDERGARTENER

K TEACHER INTERVIEWS

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-4OA1T1Jj8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SCQj0g6nvY8


EARLY CHILDHOOD 
TRANSITION EVENTS

COMMUNITY PARTNERS WITH ACTIVITY 
TABLES: 

● PBS
● Local Community Businesses
● Dolly Parton Imagination Library 
● Head Start
● Neighborhood Child Care Agency
● Neighborhood Case Managers
● Local Church
● Chattanooga Future Fund
● Health Department 



THE BASICS 
CHATTANOOGA

www.chattanoogabasics.org 

Building skills for 
Kindergarten for 
children 
younger than 4: 

http://www.chattanoogabasics.org/


BRAIN-BUILDING BASICS BY AGE

Maximize Love, 

Manage Stress

Talk, Sing, 

and Point

Count, 

Group & 

Compare

Explore through 

Movement & 

Play

Read & Discuss 

Stories

0-12 Months Care for 

yourself; Hold, 

cuddle, snuggle

Narrate your 

day, even if it 

feels odd

Play Music Peek-a-boo Read Stories

1-2 Years Encourage Point to and 

name objects

Count toys Build with toys Play with board 

books

2-3 Years Respond to 

questions

ABC song Name colors Pretend Play Help turning pages

3-4 Years Talk about / 

name feelings

Basic rhyme 

songs

Match and 

Sort

Play with Play-

Dough

Ask questions 

about stories

4-5 Years Involve Ask questions Look for 

shapes

Jump & balance 

on one foot

Tell their own story
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An cho r in g t he w o r k

Research Professional Learning

Oregon Early Learning

and Kindergarten

Guidelines

Standards 

Kinder Teachers observing

in PreK settings- 

“What are the implications

for high quality,

developmentally appropriate

kindergarten programs?”

NAEYC- “Principals of

Child Development and

Implications that Inform

Practice”
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gradelevelreading.net  /  @readingby3rd  /  #GLReading

Upcoming GLR Learning Tuesdays Webinars:

gradelevelreading.net    @readingby3rd    #GLReading    #LearningTuesdays   #GLRKeepers   

Join us!

LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY CHALLENGE

The Foundation of EdTech is Connection: Ensuring Universal Access to the Internet

Tuesday, June 3, 3−4:30 p.m. ET/12−1:30 p.m. PT

CRUCIBLE OF PRACITCE SALON

Accelerating What Work in Rural Communities

Tuesday, June 10, 12:30−2 p.m. ET/9:30−11 a.m. PT

LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY CHALLENGE

More Hopeful Futures of Children as Collateral Damage: SNAP’s Far-Reaching Benefits for Children

Tuesday, June 10, 3−4:30 p.m. ET/12−1:30 p.m. PT

FUNDER-TO-FUNDER CONVERSATION

Still Ready to Learn: Philanthropic Support for Children’s Multimedia Programming

Tuesday, June 17, 12:30−2 p.m. ET/9:30−11 a.m. PT
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