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Overview of RAPID Survey
o Ongoing survey of households with at least one child under age 6 

launched in April 2020 to understand experiences  during the 
COVID-19 pandemic

o Added parallel national child care provider survey in 2021 

o Tool to elevate voices of adults in young children's lives; provide 
o timely and actionable data, and promote data-informed programs, 

advocacy, and policy 

o 22,000+ parents and 12,000+ providers in all 50 states 

o 15-minute paid questionnaire completed via computer or smartphone 
in English or Spanish 



Household survey:

➔ Demographic information

➔ Material hardship

➔ Child & parent well-being

➔ Child care 

➔ Healthcare

➔ Open-ended questions

Child care provider survey:

➔ Demographic information

➔ Material hardship

➔ Provider well-being

➔ Working conditions

➔ Health care

➔ Open-ended questions

RAPID Survey Focus Areas



Over a Third of Families Experience Material Hardship









Material Hardship Goes Beyond Measuring Poverty

RAPID measures material hardship as difficulty within the 
past month meeting basic needs in one or more of the 
following categories:

● Food
● Housing (mortgage or rent)
● Utilities
● Child care
● Healthcare
● Activities that support well-being (e.g. counseling)



Young Children by Family Income, 2023

Source: Granja, M. & Smith, S. (2025). Basic facts about low-income 
children: Children under age 9, 2023. New York: National Center for 
Children in Poverty, Bank Street Graduate School of Education.​



RAPID Material Hardship Questions

• Which of the following best describes what has happened to your family income 
in the past month? (decreased, increased, stayed the same)

• Which describes your family financially at this time? (no problems, minor 
problems, major problems, extreme problems)

• In the past month, how hard has it been for you to pay for the very basics like 
food, medical care, and heating? (not very hard, somewhat hard, hard, very hard)

• Which of these needs have been hard to pay for in the past month? Select all that 
apply. (food, housing, utilities, healthcare, wellness activities, child care, not listed)

• In the past months, which of the following utilities have you had difficulty paying 
for? (water, sewer, electricity, gas, trash, phone, internet, not listed)



Parent Voices
“My landlord is facing foreclosure on 
the house I’m living in. We may be 
homeless soon.” - Parent in New York

“Currently keeping up with utility and rent 
costs. Both have rapidly increased within 
the last few months making it very difficult 
to pay, as my fiancé was laid off for a few 
weeks.” - Parent in Kentucky

What is your 
family’s biggest 
challenge or 
concern right 
now?

“I am currently using backup care days 
offered by my employer as our primary form 
of child care for our younger child. In March, 
I will run out of days to use, and we are 
struggling to find an affordable option 
nearby that has availability when we need 
it.” - Parent in Virginia

“I’m relying on family and things arise that 
make them unable to help. I have looked into 
center-based care and considered going 
back to work, but it will cost me more for 
child care than I can make in income to pay 
for it.” - Parent in Ohio

“Catching up on back rent. Our car was 
repossessed, so we have no 
transportation. Will we be evicted after 
December 31?” - Parent in Texas



Experiences of Material Hardship Have Ripple Effects on 
Young Children’s Development

“As we’ve continued to hear from parents and 
understand their experiences, we’ve learned 
that the chain reaction of hardship is not only 

strongly associated with young children’s 
emotional distress, but also with impacts on 

their overall development, in terms of 
cognitive, motor, language, and social-

emotional development.”

Source: Sihong Liu, PhD and Abbie Raikes, PhD



Difficulty Paying for Basic Needs Continues to Grow Among 
Providers



Caregiver voices: In their own words



What supports do parents tell us help them?



RAPID Partnerships for Local & State Parent Voices 
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