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Medicaid’s Many Roles

• Widespread Impact: Covers nearly 
half of all children in recent years, 
and the majority of low-income 
infants and toddlers.

• Birth Coverage: Pays for more than 
40% of all births in the U.S.

• Major payer of: behavioral health 
(mental health and substance use 
treatment), child welfare, special 
education/IDEA, long-term care
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Medicaid finances 
a large share of 
services in many 
child-serving 
systems
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Source: Georgetown University Center for Children and Families analysis of U.S. Census Bureau 2023 
American Community Survey (ACS) Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS).



Percentage of Births Paid by Medicaid, 2023
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U.S. = 41%

States with 50% or more 
births financed by 

Medicaid:
Louisiana (64%), Mississippi 
(57%), New Mexico (55%), 

Oklahoma (52%)

https://www.kff.org/medicaid/state-indicator/births-financed-by-medicaid/?activeTab=map&currentTimeframe=0&selectedDistributions=p
ercent-of-births-financed-by-medicaid&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D 

https://www.kff.org/medicaid/state-indicator/births-financed-by-medicaid/?activeTab=map&currentTimeframe=0&selectedDistributions=percent-of-births-financed-by-medicaid&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/state-indicator/births-financed-by-medicaid/?activeTab=map&currentTimeframe=0&selectedDistributions=percent-of-births-financed-by-medicaid&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
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Source: Brooks, T. et al., "A Look at Medicaid and CHIP Eligibility, Enrollment, and Renewal Policies During 
the Unwinding of Continuous Enrollment and Beyond" (KFF and Georgetown University Center for Children 
and Families: June 2024). 

Medicaid provides 
health coverage for 
72 million 
low-income 
children, adults, 
and seniors 

https://www.kff.org/report-section/a-look-at-medicaid-and-chip-eligibility-enrollment-and-renewal-policies-during-the-unwinding-of-continuous-enrollment-and-beyond-report/#Enrollment:~:text=States%20are%20increasingly%20using%20state%2Donly%20funds%20to%20extend%20coverage%20or%20limited%20benefits%20to%20some%20immigrant%20children%2C%20pregnant%20individuals%2C%20and%20other%20adults%20who%20do%20not%20have%20federal%20pathways%20to%20coverage
https://www.kff.org/report-section/a-look-at-medicaid-and-chip-eligibility-enrollment-and-renewal-policies-during-the-unwinding-of-continuous-enrollment-and-beyond-report/#Enrollment:~:text=States%20are%20increasingly%20using%20state%2Donly%20funds%20to%20extend%20coverage%20or%20limited%20benefits%20to%20some%20immigrant%20children%2C%20pregnant%20individuals%2C%20and%20other%20adults%20who%20do%20not%20have%20federal%20pathways%20to%20coverage


Medicaid and Students
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Medicaid is a Long-Term, Multi-Generational Investment
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Sources: Edwin Park, Joan Alker, and Alexandra Corcoran, Jeopardizing a Sound Investment: Why Short-Term Cuts to Medicaid Coverage During 
Pregnancy and Childhood Could Result in Long-Term Harm (Commonwealth Fund, Dec. 2020). https://doi.org/10.26099/qe16-9f97. Also see East, 
C. et al (January 2023) Multigenerational Impacts of Childhood Access to the Safety Net: Early Life Exposure to Medicaid and the Next 
Generation's Health, American Economic Review  VOL. 113, NO. 1,  (pp. 98-135). https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/aer.20210937

https://doi.org/10.26099/qe16-9f97
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/aer.20210937


Resources

❖ CCF Mini Brief: Medicaid’s Role in Child, Youth and 
Adult Mental Health

❖ State fact sheets from CCF

❖ Medicaid 2025 – Resources, webinars related to 
federal proposals

❖ Medicaid's Role in Small Towns and Rural Areas - CCF 
report, state and county maps

❖ Medicaid/CHIP Coverage by Congressional District - 
National and individual state maps available by 
population group

17

https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2025/02/19/medicaids-role-in-child-youth-and-adult-mental-health/
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2025/02/19/medicaids-role-in-child-youth-and-adult-mental-health/
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Medicaid-is-Vital-to-West-Virginia-2025-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/topic/medicaid-proposals/
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2025/01/15/medicaids-role-in-small-towns-and-rural-areas/
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2024/12/04/medicaid-chip-coverage-by-congressional-district-2023/


For More Information:
Website/Say Ahhh! Blog:

https://ccf.georgetown.edu/

State-by-State Coverage Data, Info:

https://kidshealthcarereport.ccf.georgetown.edu/

X/Bluesky:
@georgetownccf
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https://ccf.georgetown.edu/
https://kidshealthcarereport.ccf.georgetown.edu/
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Questions & Discussion
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FUNDER-TO-FUNDER CONVERSATION
Timely Support for Immigrant Families & Children: Philanthropy Striving to Meet the Moment
Tuesday, May 20, 12:30 - 2:00 p.m. ET/9:30 - 11:00 a.m. PT

LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY CHALLENGE
Education Savings Accounts: High Expectations & Continuing Concerns
Tuesday, May 20, 3:00-4:30 p.m. ET / 12:00-1:30 p.m. PT 

LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY CHALLENGE
More Hopeful Futures or Children as Collateral Damage? Head Start as Cornerstone for Early 
Learning and Development
Tuesday, May 27, 3:00 - 4:30 p.m. ET/12:00 - 1:30 p.m. PT

Upcoming GLR Learning Tuesdays Webinars:


