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Supporting Immigrant
Families and Children:
Learnings & Challenges




About GFC

“People, Not Projects”

Multi-year
Flexible
Funding

Trust-based
philanthropy for social

change

Capacity Networking

Development Opportunities
Support
PP Collaboration and

Tailored support to learning exchanges to

understand and connect efforts and
overcome capacity s strategies

challenges




About GEM
(Girls Experiencing Migration)

14 civil society organizations that are committed to
protecting the safety and rights of adolescent migrant
girls in Guatemala, Mexico, and the United States

CHILDREN AND YOUTH NOT AS VICTIMS BUT AS
CHANGEMAKERS

Create a transnational network of protection and foster
'welcoming spaces’ for migrant children and youth and
their families at different stages of their migration
journey

BRING THE BORDERS TOGETHER




Our work in the U.S. (California & Texas)
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Community-based organizations formed by

) i ) Specific legal & emotional support
Latinxs / active role of migrant youth

for migrant children and youth

Intersectional and comprehensive approach to

A Active advocacy and research
migration

Focus on gender-based violence

Community mobilizing + know your rights prevention

trainings + education for dignity + healing circle

COMMUNITY ADVOCACY



Current Context

Expansion of ICE
Operations Targeting
Unaccompanied
Minors and Migrant

Efforts to End
Birthright Citizenship
(+150,000 annually)

Termination of Legal
Aid for
Unaccompanied
Minors (+ 26,000)

Youth
. Limited access to Increased Use of
Crlrr\lnallzatlon o healthcare and DNA Testing for
migrantyouth mental health Family
support Verification

Harassment and .
{ Extended detention . "
persecution of Violations to due

.. eriods and famil
organizations P Y process and best

) ] separations - several )
supporting migrant interest of the child
i obstacles for asylum
communities.

Fear + Trauma + Disprotection




IMPACTS ON
IMMIGRATION-
RELATED TRAUMA

Mental health challenges
(anxiety, depression)

Substance abuse and
high-risk behaviors

Detachment and loss of
sense of belonging

Shame and loss of
identity

Low academic
performance

Exposure to violence

Foster programming and
services for and with
migrant children and

youth

Support culturally
competent mental health
services
Invest in Trauma-
Informed Schools and

Programs

Back Legal and Family
Reunification Services

Promote policy change

WHAT CAN WE DO?



Binational/multinational efforts: migrations as a WHOLE

Global Fund for Children: r o Call to Actiorn: Dreams and Needs
Partnering for Change e e SN

Dignity Corridor: collaboration,
learning exchanges, co-creation and
collective support for migrant children
and youth along the Guatemala-
Mexico-USA corridor
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9 cities p o

12 organizations To migrate is more than
103 collaborations =

299 comprehensive activities crossing a border

47,000 migrant youth benefited

eree i Active collaboration with regional
_Tj»e:Coffstfjov'io{D"wiit.v T . = v K—— donors: HIP, CAMY Fund, KIND, FCAM,
; g Appleseed, etc.

Community work + Individual Support



Main Results (2018-2025)

Los Angeles, California
Homies Unidos
. Immigrant Youth Coalition

Tijuana, Mexico
@ Alotro Lado
Espacio Migrante Houston, Texas
LaUnidad
Tahirih Justice Center

Mexico City, Mexico A -
Otros Dreams en Accion San Cristobal de las Casas, Mexico

Sin Fronteras g Voces Mesoamericanas Accién con
Pueblos Migrantes A.C.

+ + + 4+

o) San Marcos, Guatemala
Tapachula, Mexico @D Jsvenes por el Cambio
Centro de Derechos Humanos Quetzaltenango, Guatemala *
Fray Matias de Cordova Colectivo Vida Digna

14 partners
(3 more in 2023)

+ $1,200,000

in flexible grants

+ 50,000
migrant children and
youth reached

+300

new programmatic
activities

+120

regional collaborations
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What can we do?

S
uppf)rt Promote
community-led .
regional
efforts & ]
. collaboration &
solidarity o
B el communication
WELCOMING & (AL‘:‘)CC))EZL":)EEN
BELONGING
Dignify stories Avoid
and experiences- criminalization,
honor good adultism &

practices tokenism
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Thank you

www.globalfundforchildren.org

Global Fund for Children Global Fund for Children UK Trust
Washington, DC, United States London, United Kingdom
+1 202.331.2003 +44 2081 642428

info@globalfundforchildren.org uktrust@globalfundforchildren.org



WITH GRATITUDE TO OUR SUPPORTERS
CGLR THANKS OUR ENTERPRISE FUNDERS

. HEISING-SIMONS — WK,
bezog foundation S FOUNDATION trit PATTERSON KELLOGG

FOUNDATION FOUNDATION

THANKS ALSO TO OUR PROGRAMMATIC FUNDERS

Buffett Early Childhood Fund | CW Benedum Foundation | JF Maddox Foundation
John T. Gorman Foundation | Joseph B. Whitehead Foundation | The California Endowment
The Grable Foundation | TLL Temple Foundation | United Way of Greater Atlanta | William T. Grant Foundation

WE ALSO DEEPLY APPRECIATE OUR INDIVIDUAL DONORS, INCLUDING THOSE WHO PREFER TO
REMAIN ANONYMOUS, FOR THEIR GENEROSITY!
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