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MODERATOR 
 
Andrew J. Rotherham 

Co-Founder and Senior Partner, External Relations, Policy and Evaluation, Bellwether 

Andrew J. Rotherham is a co-founder and senior partner at 
Bellwether, a national nonprofit that exists to transform 
education to ensure systemically marginalized young people 
achieve outcomes that lead to fulfilling lives and flourishing 
communities. Rotherham leads external relations at 
Bellwether and also works in the organization’s Policy and 
Evaluation practice area. He serves on the Virginia Board of 
Education. Rotherham occupies a unique place in the U.S. 
education sector working across silos. He has been appointed 
to senior policymaking roles by Democrats and Republicans; 

works at the intersection of research and policy, media, and practice; and is a longtime 
champion of heterodoxy, empiricism, and pragmatism in education policy. Rotherham 
writes the widely-read blog and newsletter Eduwonk.com. In addition to Bellwether, he 
founded or co-founded two other education organizations and serves on the board of 
Classroom Champions as well as several successful startups in the sector, and is 
frequently sought out as a board member and adviser.  

PANELISTS 
 

Anthony Andino 
National Trainer, Center for Healing and Justice Through Sport 

Anthony Andino has worked in the non-profit sector for almost 
15 years. He developed a strong passion for sports through 
playing basketball on the elite circuits in NYC in high school and 
in college. During the transition away from playing sports, 
Anthony went back to serve as a youth counselor in the 
program he attended as a child. This opportunity led Anthony 
to be enrolled in the Coaches Across America program with 
Up2Us sports that allowed him to bring together his love for 
the sport of basketball and his passion for providing positive 
and safe experiences for the young people in his community. 

Through his work as a National Trainer for CHJS and his many years as a Youth 
Programmer at Henry Street Settlement on the Lower East side of NYC, he has helped 
with the development of coaches and youth workers using his wealth of knowledge as 
well as his ability to build strong and meaningful relationships to enhance the sport 
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experience of youth across the country. Anthony holds an MSW from Fordham 
University and Bachelors Degree in Child Psychology from Long Island University. 

 
 
Kali Thorne Ladd 
Chief Executive Officer, the Children’s Institute, Oregon 

Kali Thorne Ladd is Children’s Institute’s chief executive officer. 
Previously, Thorne Ladd was the co-founder and executive 
director of KairosPDX, a culturally specific organization 
dedicated to eliminating educational opportunity and 
achievement gaps for historically underserved children. Through 
that work, and as a visionary leader in multiple capacities in the 
region, Thorne Ladd has a long track record of working to 
transform early learning and healthy development for children 
and families in Oregon. This has included serving as the chair of 

the board for Portland Community College, serving on Governor Brown’s Early Learning 
Council, and serving on the board at the James F. and Marion L. Miller Foundation based 
in Portland. Thorne Ladd has also worked on education strategies in the mayor’s office in 
the City of Portland and at the Oregon Department of Education. She holds a master’s 
degree in education policy from Harvard University and a bachelor’s degree in 
elementary education and psychology from Boston College. 

 
Steve Mesler 
Olympic Gold Medalist, Co-Founder & Board Chair, Classroom Champions 
Managing Director, Mesler Performance Group 

Steve Mesler is a three-time American Olympian and 2010 
Olympic gold medalist in 4-man bobsled, leading the U.S. to its 

first gold in the event in 62 years. As a founder of Classroom 

Champions, he has grown the organization from a pilot program 

in 2009 to a global initiative reaching over 400,000 students 

annually with the support of 350+ world-class athletes. The 

organization currently partners with hundreds of schools and 

districts across the U.S. and Canada to provide curriculum and mentorship programs to 

improve student academic performance, mental health outcomes, and durable skills 

improvement while supporting teacher performance and community. Steve leads his 

coaching and advisory firm, Mesler Performance Group, providing executive and 

performance coaching to help leaders in business, sport, and education reach peak 

performance with well-being. A former member of the United States Olympic and 

Paralympic Committee (USOPC) Board of Directors, Steve is also a sought-after speaker 

on leadership, mental health, peak performance, and education innovation and 
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community building having spoken around the world. His honors include induction in the 

Jewish Sports Hall of Fame, Buffalo Sports Hall of Fame, and the University of Florida’s 

College of Health and Human Performance Alumni Hall of Fame, and was recognized as 

one of Sports Illustrated’s "Athletes Who Care" alongside Grant Hill and Larry Fitzgerald.  

 
 
Christian Taylor 
Two-Time Olympic Gold Medalist 
Mentor and Board Member, Classroom Champions 

Christian Taylor is a multiple World and Olympic Champion in 
the sport of track and field. In search of an opportunity to 
inspire the next generation, Taylor partnered with Classroom 
Champions. Seven years later, Taylor credits his students and 
teachers as the driving force behind his success. Taylor has 
recently launched an independent athlete group to correct the 
power imbalance that lies in the sport of track and field. The 
main aim of this association is to magnify the athletes’ voice 
and to give its members influence in their sport. This 
association strives to hold the governing body accountable 

while helping produce the best product possible. Taylor is also a proud University of 
Florida Alumni, recently finishing his undergraduate degree in December of 2019. He 
plans on starting his masters degree in sports management in the fall after the Tokyo 
2021 Olympic Games. 
 
 
Rebecca Wade-Mdivanian, M.S.W., LISW-S 
Director of Operations, LiFEsports 
College of Social Work, The Ohio State University 

Rebecca Wade-Mdivanian, M.S.W., has been with LiFEsports at 
The Ohio State University since 2006. In her role as the 
Associate Director of LiFEsports, Becky oversees all daily 
operations, including service and outreach programs, teaching 
and learning opportunities, and research activities. Her work 
has focused on using sport and youth development programs 
to enhance the well-being of youth and their families, 
especially those under-resourced and underserved. In addition 
to working at LiFEsports, Becky is also currently working on a 
Master’s of Science in Sports Management.  To learn more 

about LiFEsports, please visit: lifesports.osu.edu. 
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