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Housekeeping Tips

• Please introduce yourself in the chat box.

• All attendees are participating in Listen Only mode during the beginning 
of the session. We will also have a large group discussion after our 
conversation leads have shared their story. During the discussion, we 
encourage you to come off mute and participate in the conversation. 

• We would love to connect with you about your work. There will be a 
Google Form link shared during the large group conversation to learn 
about your efforts. 

“Meeting Families Where They Are:

Unique Strategies for Accessible Resources”
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Executive Director

313Reads: Detroit’s Literacy Coalition

Detroit, Michigan



d
ra

ft

5

Conversation starter to get us warmed up

Please respond in the chat. We’d love to hear from you!

Illustration: Julia Yellow

Fill in the thought:

“When I have 

received a resource 

I value, I feel…”
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Conversation starter to get us warmed up

Illustration: Julia Yellow

Please respond in the chat. We’d love to hear from you!

If you provide free 

resources in your 

community, what 

type of resources 

are they? (Books, 

print materials, 

story walks, etc.?)
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Website: birdiesbookmobile.org

Email: hello@birdiesbookmobile.org



8



9



10



11



12



13



14



15



d
ra

ft

16

Website: www.313reads.org

Email: leah@313reads.org



Growing Book Access & Literacy Joy in Beloved Community
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• Amplified by closed public library branches

• School libraries closed without librarian

• Public charter without libraries

The Book Desert Map – 

Unite for Literacy

https://www.unitebooks.com/book-deserts/the-book-desert-map
https://www.unitebooks.com/book-deserts/the-book-desert-map
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Growing Book Access & Literacy Joy in Beloved Community



Growing Book Access & Literacy Joy in Beloved Community
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• $1million in-kind collectively funded

• 50+ grantees

• 100% coalition co-developed & led from 

application process, review, volunteer 

engagement, host site, etc.



Recentering Our Why
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Our vision is that all children, 

families, and adults in Detroit have 

equitable access to the 

opportunities, instruction, and 

resources they need to develop 

literacy and grade level reading as 

tools for self-determination, 

economic stability, whole human 

health, and engaging fully as 

agents of change in a democratic 

society. Our vision is literacy as 

liberation.

In order to reach this bold vision, 

all those who serve children will 

have equitable access to what 

they need to make this a reality.

• We see you serving and 
leading with love!

• Do you have what you need?
• How can we help?
• How can we do more 

together?



Living Our Why Through Collective Impact
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• Setting priorities together 

through shared decision-

making

• Distributed leadership

• Transitioned host 

and fiduciary



Living Our Why Through Collective Impact
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Goal #1 Center Literacy Access, Equity, + Justice 

for  Literacy as Liberation
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Growing Collective Self-Empowerment 

for Policy Advocacy

Policy for Literacy 

Equity



Goal #1 Center Literacy Access, Equity, + Justice 

for  Literacy as Liberation
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Growing Opportunities 

for Youth Voices

Centering and

Learning from Youth

Interviews of 

youth in 

community 

literacy programs 

to understand 

their experiences 

and inform literacy 

programs.



Goal #2 Build Collective Capacity for High Quality Literacy 

Programs + Champions
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Growing Forward
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• Collective Funding

• Growing our family-facing efforts w/ DPN –  $3m in Gov’s budget

• Growing partnership with City: Get Lit Detroit Adult Literacy Task Force– 

we need to keep learning about how to engage and partner with City



d
ra

ft

27



















d
ra

ft

36

Conversation starter

Story Walk in Ames, IA

If you provide free resources in your 

community, what type of resources 

are they? (Books, print materials, story 

walks, etc.?)

What ways do you share free, 

accessible resources in your 

community?

We invite you to unmute and join in the conversation
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Connect with us and share your story

We would love to learn about your work in this area. 

Link: Google form link

https://forms.gle/B7ehWwtiLoBbEygj7


LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY CHALLENGE 

“Education Recovery Scorecard: Results and Implications”  

Tuesday, April 9, 3:00 - 4:30 pm ET/12:00 - 1:30 pm PT

FUNDER-to-FUNDER CONVERSATION 

“Foundations for Attendance: Examining How Funders Can Help Reduce Chronic Absence”

Tuesday, April 16, 12:30 pm – 2 pm ET/ 9:30 am – 11 a.m. PT

BIG BETS WORKING 

“Implementation, Replication, Fidelity: How to REALLY Scale High-Impact Tutoring”  

Tuesday, April 16, 3:00 - 4:30 p.m. ET/12:00 - 1:30 p.m. PT

BIG BETS WORKING  

“EdTech Working: Enhancing Teaching & Learning AND Scaling Needed Interventions”  

Tuesday, April 23, 3:00 - 4:30 p.m. ET/12:00 - 1:30 p.m. PT

Upcoming GLR Learning Tuesdays Webinars:
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