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Th e  Sta te  o f Stu d e n t Le a rn in g  in  20 22



Wh o  Is  In c lu d e d  in  Th is  Re p o rt?

1,6 19 ,8 10
s tu d e n ts  wh o  to o k th e
Dia g n o s tic  fo r Re a d in g

a re  in c lu d e d  in  th e s e  
a n a lys e s .

1,8 29 ,24 7
s tu d e n ts  wh o  to o k th e  

Dia g n o s tic  fo r Ma t h e m a t ic s
a re  in c lu d e d  in  th e s e  

a n a lys e s .

Th e se  re su lts  re fle c t a s se s sm e n ts  c o m p le te d  Ma rc h  16 – Ju n e  15 , 2022.



Ke y Fin d in g s  fro m  Sp rin g  20 22

1. Up p e r- e le m e n ta ry a n d  m id d le  s c h o o l s tu d e n ts  a re  c lo s e  to  p re - p a n d e m ic  le ve ls  o f 
re a d in g  a c h ie ve m e n t. Eve n  s o , le s s  th a n  h a lf o f a ll Gra d e s  6 – 8  s tu d e n ts  we re  o n  g ra d e  
le ve l.

2. Am o n g  e le m e n ta ry s c h o o l s tu d e n ts , th o s e  in  e a rly g ra d e s  ( i.e ., Gra d e s  K– 3)  c o n tin u e  to  
e xp e rie n c e  th e  la rg e s t  s e tb a c ks  in  re a d in g —e s p e c ia lly in  fo u n d a tio n a l re a d in g .

3. In  m a th e m a tic s , u p p e r- e le m e n ta ry a n d  e a rly m id d le  s c h o o l s tu d e n ts  a re  fu rth e s t  b e h in d  
th e  p re - p a n d e m ic  a ve ra g e s .

4 . Fe we r s tu d e n ts  a re  o n  g ra d e  le ve l in  Nu m b e r a n d  Op e ra t io n s  a n d  in  Alg e b ra  a n d  
Alg e b ra ic  Th in kin g  th a n  p rio r to  th e  p a n d e m ic .

5 . Re s u lts  d is a g g re g a te d  fo r s tu d e n ts  in  m a jo rity Bla c k o r La tin o  s c h o o ls  a n d  in  lo we r-
in c o m e  n e ig h b o rh o o d s  re ve a l th a t  h is to ric a l in e q u it ie s  in  a c h ie ve m e n t re la t ive  to  
s tu d e n ts  in  m a jo rity Wh ite  a n d  h ig h e r- in c o m e  n e ig h b o rh o o d s  p e rs is te d , a n d  in  s o m e  
c a s e s , we re  e xa c e rb a te d .

6 . In  b o th  re a d in g  a n d  m a th e m a tic s , th e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f s tu d e n ts  wh o  a re  b e lo w g ra d e  le ve l 
g e n e ra lly re m a in e d  th e  s a m e  o r in c re a s e d  fro m  20 21 to  20 22, in d ic a t in g  th a t  th e  d is ta n c e  
fro m  th e  h is to ric a l a ve ra g e  is  g ro win g . 
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|   Re a d in g

Fe we r Ele m e n ta ry Stu d e n ts  
On  Gra d e  Le ve l in  Re a d in g
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|   Re a d in gGra d e  4  Stu d e n ts  in  Ma jo rity Bla c k a n d  La tin o  
Sc h o o ls  Sh o w Im p ro ve m e n t; His to ric a l In e q u itie s  Pe rs is t



|   Re a d in gFe we r Stu d e n ts  in  Ma jo rity Bla c k a n d  La tin o  Sc h o o ls  
with  Un fin is h e d  Le a rn in g ; His to ric a l In e q u itie s  Pe rs is t



|   Re a d in gGra d e  4  Stu d e n ts  in  Sc h o o ls  in  Lo we r- In c o m e  
Zip  Co d e s  Sh o w Im p ro ve m e n t; His to ric a l In e q u itie s  Pe rs is t



|   Re a d in gGra d e  4  Stu d e n ts  in  Sc h o o ls  in  Lo we r- In c o m e  
Zip  Co d e s  Sh o w Im p ro ve m e n t; His to ric a l In e q u itie s  Pe rs is t



|   Ma th e m a t ic sFe we r Stu d e n ts  Are  On  Gra d e  
Le ve l in  Ma t h e m a t ic s

+3%

- 11% - 8 %
+3%

- 12% - 9 %

+3%

- 14 % - 11%

+5 %

- 16 % - 11%
+1%

- 11% - 10 %
+2%

- 9 % - 7% +1%

- 7% - 6 %
+1%

- 6 % - 5 %



Trends in Math Achievement

https://caldercenter.org/publications/comprehensive-picture-achievement-across-covid-19-pandemic-years-examining-variation

https://caldercenter.org/publications/comprehensive-picture-achievement-across-covid-19-pandemic-years-examining-variation


Trends in actual vs. predicted growth by Race and 
Ethnicity

https://caldercenter.org/publications/comprehensive-picture-achievement-across-covid-19-pandemic-years-examining-variation

https://caldercenter.org/publications/comprehensive-picture-achievement-across-covid-19-pandemic-years-examining-variation


Trends in Actual vs. Predicted Growth

https://caldercenter.org/publications/comprehensive-picture-achievement-across-covid-19-pandemic-years-examining-variation

https://caldercenter.org/publications/comprehensive-picture-achievement-across-covid-19-pandemic-years-examining-variation


High poverty 
schools spent 
more weeks  
in remote 
instruction.

20

Why? Some of this due to differences in modality?

https://caldercenter.org/publications/consequences-remote-and-hybrid-instruction-during-pandemic

https://caldercenter.org/publications/consequences-remote-and-hybrid-instruction-during-pandemic
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But high 
poverty 
schools lost 
more when 
schools went 
remote

High and low 
poverty 
schools had 
similar 
losses where 
schools 
remained in 
person. 21

Consequences of remote instruction were more 
negative for high poverty schools

https://caldercenter.org/publications/consequences-remote-and-hybrid-instruction-during-pandemic

https://caldercenter.org/publications/consequences-remote-and-hybrid-instruction-during-pandemic
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Poverty gaps widened more in 
areas that went remote/hybrid.

22

Achievement gaps widened where schools went 
remote/hybrid

https://caldercenter.org/publications/consequences-remote-and-hybrid-instruction-during-pandemic

https://caldercenter.org/publications/consequences-remote-and-hybrid-instruction-during-pandemic
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Race gaps also widened more in 
areas that went remote/hybrid.

Achievement gaps widened where schools went 
remote/hybrid

https://caldercenter.org/publications/consequences-remote-and-hybrid-instruction-during-pandemic

https://caldercenter.org/publications/consequences-remote-and-hybrid-instruction-during-pandemic


Fall 
2020

Winter 
2020-21

Spring 
2021

Fall 
2021

Winter 
2021-22

Spring 
2022

Data Used in South Carolina

249/27/2022

• Data from MAP, i-Ready, STAR, and SC READY
• Results  include  students  in gra des  4-8 
• Data from 54 d is t ricts  and ~100,000 s tudents  

2020-21 School Year 2021-22 School Year

Incl. da ta  from 
sta tewide 

summa tive

Incl. da ta  from 
sta tewide 

summa tive



-3.3

Learning Change Over Time

259/27/2022
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Tutoring or 
pull-outs

Saturday 
programs

Summer 
learning

Out-of-school
time programs

Virtual 
learning 

platforms

Extended 
years

26

Districts are Implementing a Range of Recovery Initiatives

Double-dose 
periods

x2



And a Range of Targeting Strategies

Test score thresholds

Grade-levels

Opt-in

Attendance

Teacher recommendation

Course performance



What have you seen that is making a 
difference?

289/27/2022



Future Forward

299/27/2022

ONE-ON-ONE 
TUTORING

FAMILY 
ENGAGEMENT

Intensive, high-dosage one-on-
one tutoring provides students 
with customized, individualized 
instruction based on the science 
of reading. Future Forward 
tutoring is research-proven to 
increase student literacy skills, 
school-day attendance, and 
overall academic success. 

Highly trained Family 
Engagement Coordinators 
connect regularly with parents 
and caregivers with phone calls 
and text messages, newsletters, 
home visits, and fun monthly 
family events—all designed to 
increase skills in support of 
students’ reading and overall 
academic success. 

fu tu reforwardliteracy.org



309/27/2022

Future Forward: Evidence to Date

Are 6x more  like ly to meet 
grade-level reading benchmarks01

Are 27%  less  like ly to be  
chronically absent02

Have 5.9 fewer absences  per 
year03

04 Perform 6 months ahead of the ir 
peers

05 Are 30%  less  like ly to be  referred for 
special education services

Future Forward students:

Five years after participating, Future Forward students: 

fu tu reforwardliteracy.org



319/27/2022

Rally Analytics Platform
edan alytics .org/products/ra lly-an alytics-p la tform



329/27/2022

Rally Analytics Platform
edan alytics .org/products/ra lly-an alytics-p la tform



Wh a t Are  th e  Pro m is in g  
Pra c tic e s  Th a t Em e rg e d  fro m  

Sc h o o ls  Th a t Exc e e d e d  
Exp e c ta tio n s ?



Ph a s e s  o f Re s e a rc h

Pu rp o s e : To  le a rn  fro m  s c h o o ls  with  e c o n o m ic  d is a d va n ta g e s  a n d  s c h o o ls  s e rvin g  a  m a jo rity o f 
s tu d e n ts  o f c o lo r th a t e xc e e d e d  e xp e c ta tio n s d u rin g  th e  c h a lle n g in g  20 20 – 20 21 a c a d e m ic  ye a r 
with  re s p e c t to  th e  g ro wth  o f s tu d e n ts  Two  o r Mo re  Gra d e  Le ve ls  Be lo w in  re a d in g / m a th e m a tic s .

PHASE 2
In te rvie w d is tric t le a d e rs  a n d  s c h o o l 
a d m in is tra to rs  fro m  s e le c t s c h o o ls  
s e rvin g  s tu d e n ts  with  e c o n o m ic  
d is a d va n ta g e s  a n d / o r 
p re d o m in a n tly s tu d e n ts  o f c o lo r.

Id e n tify s c h o o ls  th a t 
e xc e e d e d  e xp e c ta tio n s  
d u rin g  th e  20 20 - 20 21 
a c a d e m ic  ye a r u s in g  
i- Re a d y Dia g n o s tic d a ta .

PHASE 3PHASE 1
Id e n tify p ro m is in g  
d is tric t- a n d  s c h o o l- le ve l 
p ra c tic e s  fo r s u p p o rtin g  
b e lo w- g ra d e  le ve l 
s tu d e n ts .



Ho w Did  We  De te rm in e  Wh ic h
Sc h o o ls  Exc e e d e d  Exp e c ta tio n s ?

Pre d ic t e d  Gro w t h
(Stu d e n ts  Two  o r Mo re  Gra d e  Le ve ls  Be lo w)
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Hu n d re d s  o f Sc h o o ls  Exc e e d e d  Exp e c ta tio n s

Of th e  30 1
s c h o o ls  th a t 
e xc e e d e d  
e xp e c ta tio n s , 
4 7% h a d  
e c o n o m ic  
d is a d va n ta g e s , 
a n d  23% s e rve d  
p re d o m in a n tly 
s tu d e n ts  o f 
c o lo r.



Pro m is in g  Le a d e rs h ip  Pra c tic e s



How do we build local capacity to use data to 
inform practice?

389/27/2022



399/27/2022

Evidence-Based 
Profess iona l Deve lopment

Da ta  
Infra s t ructure

User-Cente red  
Des ign



409/27/2022

Strategy Workshop
edan alytics .org/blog/stra tegy-worksh op



The Why & How of the Coalition of the 
Willing (CoW) Districts

41

ESSER was about getting $$$ out 
the door

Reporting requirements failed to do much to 
track precisely how $ is spent and whether 
it’s working

Knowing nature of initiative and assignment to treatment is necessary to 
describe efficacy of intervention

Timing matters (ESSER funds have 
to be spent by 2025)

To inform decisions, we needed to work w/ 
interim assessments, NWEA is a natural

CoW assembled based on 3 criteria: 
1) size; 2) capacity; 3) interest

12 urban school districts enrolling a total of 
800,000 students



Questions & Discussion



gradelevelreading.net  /  @readingby3rd  /  #GLReading

Upcoming GLR Learning Tuesdays Webinars:

gradelevelreading.net    @readingby3rd    #GLReading    #LearningTuesdays   #GLRKeepers   

Join us!

FUNDER-TO-FUNDER WORKSHOP
Discovering Pathways to Astonishing Success in Connectivity
Co-sponsored by The Patterson Foundation
Tuesday, October 4, 12:30 - 1:30pm ET/9:30 – 10:30am PT

LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY CHALLENGE
Getting Results with REACH: A Model for Successful Learning Loss Recovery
Co-sponsored by Foundations, Inc.
Tuesday, October 4, 3−4:30pm ET/12−1:30pm PT

CRUICIBLE OF PRACTICE SALON
Bringing Dolly Parton's Imagination Library to Every County
October 11, 12:30-2pm ET/ 9:30-11am PT

LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY CHALLENGE
Engage Every Student: Building Community Connections to Expand OST Access
October 11, 3-4:30pm ET/12−1:30pm PT
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