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MODERATOR 

 
John Gomperts 
Executive Fellow, CGLR  
 
John Gomperts is a long-time leader in non-profits and 
government organizations devoted to civic engagement 
and to creating greater opportunity for children and 
youth. From 2012-2020, John served as President & CEO 
of America's Promise Alliance.  Prior to that, John served 
as the Director of AmeriCorps in the Obama 
Administration. Earlier in his career, John worked in the US 
Senate (Sens. Wofford, Kerry, Daschle), practiced law, and 
served as a judicial clerk. John earned his JD from 

Georgetown University Law Center and his AB in History from University of California, 
Berkeley.  John has served on a wide range of boards in including FoodCorps (Chair), Points of 
Light, Presidio Institute, News Literacy Project, and others. 
 
 
SPEAKERS 
 

Rebecca Griffiths 
Senior Principal Researcher, SRI International 
 
Dr. Rebecca Griffiths, senior principal researcher at SRI 
International, serves as co-director of the Digital Learning 
and Technology Policy and Principal Investigator of the 
LEARN Network Lead. Her research investigates the 
effectiveness, benefits, and costs of educational 
innovations in K–12 and postsecondary education as well 
as barriers and facilitators to implementation and scaling. 
Prior to SRI, Dr. Griffiths worked as a strategy consultant, 
product manager at a tech firm, and founder of a 

consulting practice that helped educational initiatives develop plans for scaling and 
sustainability. 
 
 
 
 
 



Erin Mote 
Executive Director and Co-Founder, InnovateEDU 
 
Erin Mote is the Executive Director and Co-Founder of 
InnovateEDU. An enterprise architect, she created, 
alongside her team, two of InnovateEDU’s signature 
technology products -  Cortex, a next-generation 
personalized learning platform, and Landing Zone - a 
cutting-edge infrastructure as a service data product. Erin 
is also the co-founder of Brooklyn Laboratory Charter 
School with her husband Dr. Eric Tucker. She is a 
recognized leader in technology, mobile, and broadband 

and has spent much of her career focused on expanding access to technology in the US and 
abroad. She has served in an advisory capacity to the White House/OSTP’s US Ignite Initiative, 
the Obama Administration’s Global Development Innovation Policy, the State Department’s 
TechCamp program, and the Obama Administration’s intra-agency process for Rio 2.0 and 
Rio+20. Erin served as the founding Chief of Party for the USAID Global Broadband and 
Innovations Alliance – a $19.5 million global technology expansion project. A recognized leader 
in alliance building, Erin serves in an advisory capacity for several leading international 
organizations including Digital Promise, SXSWedu Launch, XPrize, and the Barbara Bush 
Foundation. She is an Aspen Institute Socrates scholar and a proud alumnus of the University of 
Michigan. 
 
 

Deborah Peart 
Founder, My Mathematical Mind 
 
Deborah Peart is the founder of My Mathematical Mind 
and speaks on a variety of topics related to math identity, 
elementary math content and instruction, and literacy 
connections to mathematics. Blending her training in yoga 
and mindfulness with mathematics instruction, Deborah 
advocates for a mindful approach to teaching 
mathematics in order to address math anxiety, build 
confidence, and support the development of positive 
math identities. She has dedicated her career to 

supporting educators with innovative teaching strategies that allow students to see themselves 
as assets to the learning community and curious problem-solvers. She is a math content 
specialist at UnboundEd and the lead author for second grade for the Illustrative Mathematics 
K-5 curriculum. Deborah believes that all children deserve high quality instruction and the 
opportunity to become competent readers, writers, and mathers. 
 



Mark Schneider 
Director, Institute of Education Sciences 
 
Before joining IES, Mark Schneider was a vice president 
and an Institute Fellow at American Institutes for Research 
(AIR) and President of College Measures. Prior to joining 
AIR, Dr. Schneider served as Commissioner of the National 
Center for Education Statistics from 2005–2008. In 2013, 
the Chronicle of Higher Education selected him as one of 
the 10 people who had the most impact on higher 
education policy that year. He is the author of numerous 
article and books on education policy. His most recent 

book, The University Next Door, edited with KC Deane, was published in 2014 by Teachers 
College, Columbia University. Other books include Getting to Graduation, edited with Andrew 
Kelly, published in 2012 by Johns Hopkins University Press and Higher Education Accountability, 
edited with Kevin Carey, published by Palgrave in 2010; Charter Schools: Hope or Hype? written 
with Jack Buckley, was published by Princeton University Press in 2007. Schneider's 2000 
book, Choosing Schools, also published by Princeton University Press, won the Policy Study 
Organization's Aaron Wildavsky Best Book Award. Dr. Schneider was a visiting scholar at the 
American Enterprise Institute and Distinguished Professor Emeritus of political science at the 
State University of New York, Stony Brook. 
 


