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MS Retention Study from Boston University Wheelock 

Educational Policy Center
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Findings:

● By 6th grade, students who were retained had 

substantial and sustained literacy gains on 

their ELA scores compared to their peers who 

were promoted to 4th grade. 

● Literacy gains were especially significant 

among African American and Hispanic

students in the cohort. 

● Results indicate the law had no significant 

impact on student absences or special 

education identification in the 6th grade. 

● Students who were retained did not appear to 

experience other negative consequences as a 

result of their retention.
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3rd Grade Retention Policies
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Mississippi 4th Grade NAEP
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Mississippi Data
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Best Practices in Early Literacy Policy and Implementation: 

Fundamental Principles 
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Intervention 

❑ Individual Reading Plans for Intervention

❑ Evidence-based Interventions 

❑ Summer Reading Camps

❑ Promotion to 3rd Grade Based on                             
State Assessment

❑ Multiple Pathways for Promotion

❑ Good Cause Exemptions for Some Students

Prevention

❑ Science of Reading (SOR) Training

❑ Literacy/Reading Coaches

❑ EPP Coursework Alignment to the SOR

❑ EPP SOR Assessment for Elementary 
Licensure 

❑ Universal Reading Screener 3 x year (K-3)

❑ Dyslexia Screener 

❑ Progress Monitoring

❑ Parent Notification of Reading Deficiency

❑ Parent Read-At-Home Resources

❑ High-quality Instructional Materials

❑ Elimination of Three-Cueing Instructional 
Materials in early literacy and EPPs
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Please Join Us

CRUCIBLE OF PRACTICE SALON

Community Mobilization and a Shared Agenda: Collective Impact Insights With 313Reads

Tuesday, November 14, 12:30-2 p.m. ET/9:30−11 a.m. PT

LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY CHALLENGE

Leaps and Bounds: How Early Learning Supports the “Mississippi Miracle”

Tuesday, November 14, 3−4:30 p.m. ET/12−1:30 p.m. PT

FUNDER-TO-FUNDER CONVERSATION

Early School Success: Bolstering the Early Learning Workforce

Tuesday, November 21, 12:30-2 p.m. ET/9:30−11 a.m. PT

LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY CHALLENGE

B-flation: New Data Reveals Parent-Teacher Disconnect on Student Learning

Tuesday, November 21, 3−4:30 p.m. ET/12−1:30 p.m. PT
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