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Jean-Claude Brizard is President and CEO of Digital Promise, a global, 

nonpartisan, nonprofit organization focused on accelerating innovation in 

education. He is former Senior Advisor and Deputy Director in US Programs at the Bill and Melinda Gates 

Foundation where he focused on PK-16 education across five communities in four states. He also led 

several strategies to help close the racial and economic achievement gaps in Washington State’s 

educational system as well as support the growth and sustainability of the state’s public charter school 

sector. He is the former Chief Executive of Chicago Public Schools. Prior to his appointment in Chicago, 

he was Superintendent of Schools for the Rochester, NY School District. Under Mr. Brizard’s leadership, 

both the Chicago Public Schools and the Rochester City School District saw substantial improvements in 

student performance. Mr. Brizard’s experience also includes a 21-year career as an educator and 

administrator with the NYC Department of Education. He served as a Regional Superintendent, 

supervising more than 100 schools in the Borough of Brooklyn and he also served as the system’s 

Executive Director for its 400 secondary schools. He is a Fellow of the Broad Center, a Fellow of the 

Pahara-Aspen Institute, and a member of the Aspen Institute Global Leadership Network. 
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Bruno V. Manno is Senior Adviser for Education with the Walton Family 

Foundation. Prior to that he was Senior Associate for Education with the Annie 

E. Casey Foundation. He also served as US Assistant Secretary of Education for Policy, in addition to 

other senior positions in the US Department of Education between 1986 and 1992. 
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Michael J. Petrilli is president of the Thomas B. Fordham Institute, research 

fellow at Stanford University’s Hoover Institution, executive editor of Education 

Next, editor in chief of the Education Gadfly Weekly, and host of the Education Gadfly Show podcast. An 

award-winning writer, he is the author of The Diverse Schools Dilemma, editor of Education for Upward 

Mobility, and co-editor of How to Educate an American and Follow the Science to School. An expert on 

charter schools, school accountability, evidence-based practices, and trends in test scores and other 

student outcomes, Petrilli has published opinion pieces in the New York Times, Washington Post, Wall 

Street Journal, Bloomberg, and Slate, and appears frequently on television and radio. Petrilli helped to 

create the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Innovation and Improvement and the Policy 

Innovators in Education Network. He lives with his family in Bethesda, Maryland. 
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John Gomperts is a long-time leader in non-profits and government 

organizations devoted to civic engagement and to creating greater opportunity 

for children and youth.  From 2012 – 2020, John served as President & CEO of America’s Promise 

Alliance.  Prior to that, John served as the Director of AmeriCorps in the Obama Administration. Earlier 

in his career, John worked in the US Senate (Sens. Wofford, Kerry, Daschle), practiced law and served as 

a judicial clerk. John earned his JD from Georgetown University Law Center and his AB in History from 

University of California, Berkeley.  John has served on a wide range of boards in including FoodCorps 

(Chair), Points of Light, Presidio Institute, News Literacy Project, and others. 
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