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Superintendent, Dr. Barbara Nemko has created a 

world class bilingual early learning ecosystem.  

Dr. Barbara Nemko

Dr. Barbara Nemko
Superintendent,

Napa County Office of 
Education



Tackling the Opportunity Gap





Getting the word out …

Bus ads

Bookmarks
Posters



… in the movie theaters



Students Acting Out the Story, 
Anyway Cafe



Engagement during COVID
Hours of Literacy Jan 1, 2020 – Jan 1, 2021

Schools closed



Tackling the Opportunity Gap

Data from 2018-19 SY



English Language Learners 
on a Path to Reclassify

EL Reclassification

Preschool with 
Footsteps2BrillianceUsing the California English Language Development Test (CELDT)
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Shelby County Schools Overview
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Pre-Pandemic: BookNook & SCS
●Program launched as an after-

school and summer 
supplement in 2018-19 serving 
900 SCS students

●Community partnership 
model: Methodist LeBonheur 
Healthcare & Urban Child 
Institute

●Planned pilot for 20 SCS K-5 
schools as Tier III intervention 
in fall 2020
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Distance Learning in SCS
●Distributed 95,000 

laptops, tablets, and 
hotspots

● Implemented 
comprehensive MS Teams 
environment for online 
learning

●Provided robust PD 
opportunities for all 
stakeholders (teachers, 
principals, families, 
community)
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BookNook During Distance Learning

●Leveraged CARES funding 
from the state to double 
planned roll-out

●BookNook now deployed at 
40 SCS elementary schools 
and through 35 community 
partnership programs

●Reaching over 7,000 of the 
highest need students across 
Memphis



How School Leaders are Leveraging Technology to 
Accelerate Student Learning

Dr. Darin Brawley 

















Compton Unified Distance Learning Resources
Visit: bit.ly/cusddistancelearn

http://bit.ly/cusddistancelearn
http://bit.ly/cusddistancelearn


EQUITABLE Achievement 
Outcomes

❖ Equity-Driven small group instruction 

❖ Content that is self-paced and personalized

❖ Pre K-STEAM Pathways for All

❖ Differentiated support through MTSS and RTI

❖ Collaboration and critical thinking in problem 

solving and Computational Thinking
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All Students 
Free/Reduced Lunch

952 Classroom

Teachers
1200 Certificated Staff

87.1% Graduation 
Rate

35 Schools
85% Latino
15% African American
34% English Learners

21,300 Students

What are some important facts about CUSD?



Innovation in Action:
Student-Driven Blended Learning + PBL

About Compton Unified

The Compton Turnaround is fueled by an innovative blended 

learning classroom model that combines personalized 

learning using adaptive computer programs with real world 

learning opportunities through problem solving found in PBL 

in a technology rich environment. This model, Student-Driven 

Blended Learning +PBL is designed to embrace the diversity 

of all Compton students including our target subgroups of 

African American and English Learners students, and provide 

innovations in support of equity that transforms learning for 

all students.

About Your Initiative

The Design Process

tinyurl.com/bltoolkit

Demographics Served

The Need 

Contact Information
dd

Dr. Darin Brawley
Superintendent 

dbrawley@compton.k12.ca.us

Compton Unified School District
Los Angeles, California.

EQUITABLE Achievement Outcomes
An Instructional Approach for ALL! 

❖Data-Driven small group instruction 

❖Content that is self-paced and personalized

❖Designated ELD time for multiple levels of EL students

❖Differentiated support through MTSS and RTI

❖Collaboration and critical thinking in problem solving
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23,000 Students

85% Latino 

15% African American

34% English Learners  

99+% Free/Reduced Lunch 

36 Schools

900

Teachers

92% 

Graduation  Rate

Outcomes 

mailto:dbrawley@compton.k12.ca.us


Find out More

Visit our Website : 

bit.ly/cusddistancelearn

http://bit.ly/cusddistancelearn


Thank You

Dr. Darin Brawley



Footsteps2Brilliance has created a collective impact 

model in English and Spanish that accelerates 

kindergarten readiness and 3rd grade reading proficiency.

Ilene Rosenthal

Ilene Rosenthal
Founder and CEO

Footsteps2Brilliance



Improve kindergarten 

readiness and third-

grade literacy

Enable community 

and business 

partnerships

Enable collaboration 

with other education 

providers

Create a platform for 

ongoing innovation in 

English and Spanish

Engage families 

BEFORE children enroll 

in school

Turn-Key

Collective Impact Model



Footsteps2Brilliance 
Bilingual Early Learning System

Footsteps2Brilliance 
School Edition

Clever Kids 

University: Pre-
Reader

Clever Kids University: 
I Can Read

Summer School
PreK - 3rd Grade

Professional Learning 

Community

Data Dashboards



Equity = Access

Any device(smartphone, tablet, computer)

No Wi-Fi required

100% bilingual English & Spanish

Parent University

Comprehensive teacher support



United Way of North Central MA Innovation Zone
Winter Reading Challenge

Dec. 20, 2020 – Jan. 20, 2021

Over 950 participants

Consortium of 10 rural

school districts and university

1,234 hours reading and writing 

on Footsteps2Brilliance

Distributed information through 

schools, on social media, and 

in food packs



Reading 
with Pinky 
and Mrs. J 



Flexible Grouping

How should I group 
students for 

maximum impact?



Next Cohort of Model Innovation Cities

https://tinyurl.com/F2B-GLR

Library of 

Free 

Resources
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How does the program work?



44

www.booknooklearning.co
m

Remote Tutors for Added Support

● 2 sessions per week

● 8-17 weeks total

● 1:1 or 1:4 ratios

● During or after school

VIRTUAL TUTORING PROGRAMS

● All virtual

● At least 2 years of experience

● Criminal background check

● Rigorous training on pedagogy, 

virtual teaching, anti-racism

BOOKNOOK TUTORS
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Results from Real-Time Data

SPRING FALL (As of 11/15)
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SCS Progress Year-to-Date

●Comparing data from early 
Sept to Dec SCS students 
showing tremendous 
growth

●Rate of reading skill progress 
up nearly 200%

●Students trending towards 
reaching grade level with 
continued support
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Looking Ahead in 2021

● In Jan, the state of TN announced 
a new $100M reading initiative

●Funding will support a massive 
remote tutoring effort for grades 1-3
beginning this summer

●Family opt-in requirement makes 
community partnerships crucial

●We believe we can reach 13,000+ 
students with high dose tutoring



Brilliant Students. 
Empowered Educators.

Jessie Woolley-Wilson

Technology’s Role in Accelerating 

Learning Loss Recovery



Grade 830%

2005
U.S. Math Proficiency, NAEP

Grade 436%

Student Needs



2019
U.S. Math Proficiency, NAEP

Grade 441%

Grade 834%

No real 

improvement 

in 14 years



93% of educators believe technology is an effective way to 

provide differentiated and/or personalized learning.



All 50 states,
across Canada,

and in Mexico 

200,000 teachers

5 Million students

3 Billion lesson minutes

2020

K-8 Digital Math Curriculum 

Real-Time Differentiation

Continuous Reporting



dreambox.com/research

Nearly 60% more growth with just 1 hour each week

60 min/wk +58%+20.5 

points

Control 

Group
13 points - expected NWEA MAP growth norms

+38%+18.0 

points40 min/wk

+19%+15.5 

points20 min/wk

Independent research from: Research validation and recognition from:

DreamBox is the only K-8 digital math program
• with gains validated by multiple 3rd party studies

• designated Strong at EvidenceForESSA.org



54%
more

Growth

2x
the

Growth

71%
more

Growth

Smarter Balanced (CA)
3,600 Students (32% ELL)

Renaissance STAR (GA)
7,900 Students, Fayette County

NWEA MAP (IN)
3,000 Students, SW Allen

Huge Gains on Rigorous Tests. Just 1 hour per week.

Grades 

4-5
Grades 

1-7
Grades 

K-5



DreamBox Impact in Three Districts, SY 19-20
5 or more lessons per week results in over 1.5 grade levels of 

growth.
2-5 lessons per week ensures at least 1 grade level of growth.
Grade levels are calibrated using external assessments.

Data from the start of school in Fall 2019 through April 1, 2020.
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DreamBox Provides Real-Time, Multi-Grade Differentiation
DreamBox Helped This Student Move from Not Proficient in Third Grade

to Proficient in Fourth Grade on the Smarter Balanced Assessment

2.5x
more growth

than SBA

average

just

9
DreamBox 

lessons/wee

k



Conceptual Understanding, Critical Thinking, and Fluency

Sense-Making, 

Concept 

Development

Looking for 

Structures, 

Finding 

Relationships

Skill Practice,

Fluency & 

Math Facts



Digital K-8 Math Curriculum
Improved achievement & differentiation with just 1 hour per week

Self-

Directed

Rotation, 

Workshop

Whole

Class



Two Students in the Same Class.
Millions of Self-Directed Learning Paths.



DreamBox adapts in real time based on 

how students think & solve problems.

Then helps them learn and grow.

Adds 

by

“1”s

Adds 

by

“5”s

Adds 

by

“10”s

Subtrac

ts

by 

“10’s”

from 

100



Predictive Insights



The

DreamBox 

Difference

Industry Leading Third-Party Efficacy

Differentiates both Within and Between Lessons

The Most Transformative K-8 Digital Curriculum

Adapts by Assessing both Strategies AND 

Answers

Teacher Assignments Automatically 

Differentiated

Agency & Confidence - Intervention or Acceleration

Formative, Summative, and Predictive Insights

Job-Embedded, Data Driven PD On Demand



Thank you

Jessie Woolley-Wilson
President & CEO, DreamBox Learning

@jessieww

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__twitter.com_jessieww&d=DwMGaQ&c=yuTt8tc9tq6ZsQWZNQUGjL_xUlbIKTF6LR1YMDX8yUE&r=1Nw3tLYV5eIT3rkBHB7G6lShjO_uqcfJtTJzDiHWjpg&m=IzSTzMN5yGElqp2oUThMr0FDTl3dXFUrYQt4FzuxWeA&s=MXy3tU0_6oDQH-xPZTyzfpu2kFPAxhgBCwbQ2nb8Oa4&e=


Questions & Discussion
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Upcoming GLR Learning Tuesdays Webinars:

gradelevelreading.net    @readingby3rd    #GLReading    #LearningTuesdays   

Please Join Us!

FUNDER TO FUNDER CONVERSATION

Disaster within A Disaster: How Philanthropy Responds to Learning Loss

Tuesday, February 16, 12:30 p.m. ET/9:30 a.m. PT

PARTNER WEBINAR

Parent Power: Supporting and Equipping Parents to Lead Change

Tuesday, February 16, 3 p.m. ET/12 p.m. PT

LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY CHALLENGE

Family Engagement in the Time of Covid

Tuesday, February 23, 3 p.m. ET/12 p.m. PT


