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Reading Reform Across America:

A Survey of State Legislation



PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL INFORMATION ON THESE 

SLIDES IS EMBARGOED UNTIL THE REPORT LAUNCH 

DATE.



Purpose of our Project

● To create an unbiased analysis of the reading legislation across 
states

● To engage educators and scholars in support of reading reform 
(e.g. civic engagement vs. top-down mandates)

● To support an accurate framing of reading reform 





Methodology

● 223 bills from 46 states during 2019 - 2022.

● Content-analyzed 40 variables (based on consensus 

reports and extant research literature)

● Coded (variable=0; 1; or 2) to reflect what was either 

absent; mentioned; or detailed in the legislation

● Inter-rater reliability=.75 and above



The Five Pillars: 
Phonics, 
Phonemic 
Awareness, 
Vocabulary, 
Comprehension
,  Fluency

Traditional and 
alternative 
teacher 
preparation 
programs 

Assessment, 
After School 
Programs, 
Summer 
School, 
Tutoring, Multi-
Tiered Systems 
of Support, 
Reading Plans, 
Technology 

*Retention
Curriculum, 
School 
Leadership, 
Professional 
Development 

Reading Skills

Oral Language, 
Writing, 
Background 
Knowledge

Student Supports

Special 
Populations

English 
Learners, 
Students w/ 
Dyslexia

Teacher 
Preparation

Teacher Supports

Reading 
EcosystemFamily 

Engagement, 
Parent 
Notification, 
Community 
Engagement, 
Culturally 
Relevant 
Materials

Table 1: Variables Analyzed in the Report
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Please stand by…Webinar will begin momentarily!

Gratitude & Appreciation: Public Television Partners 

with CGLR

Monday, July 17, 12:30-2:00 p.m. ET/9:30-11:00 a.m. PT

Building on Common Ground: A Governor's 

Conversation

Monday, July 17, 3:00-4:30 p.m. ET/12-1:30 p.m. PT

What Happens (or Doesn't Happen) in One Generation 

Affects the Next: Two-Gen Strategies for Alleviating 

Poverty

Tuesday, July 18, 12:30-2:00 p.m. ET/9:30-11:00 a.m. PT

Locked Out of Literacy: Causes, Consequences & 

Costs

Tuesday, July 18, 3:00-4:30 p.m. ET/12-1:30 p.m. PT

NCADE Emerging: A Briefing and Conversation With 

the Institute of Education Sciences – Invitation-Only 

Session

Wednesday, July 19, 12:30-2:00 p.m. ET/9:30-

11:00 a.m. PT

AI-Enhanced Efficacy: Assisting the Adults 

Helping Children

Wednesday, July 19, 3:00-4:30 p.m. ET/12-1:30 p.m. 

PT

Bright Spots and Groundwork: What's Working in 

Communities

Thursday, July 20, 12:30-2:00 p.m. ET/9:30-

11:00 a.m. PT

Global Perspectives on Post-Pandemic Academic 

Recovery

Thursday, July 20, 3:00-4:30 p.m. ET/12-1:30 p.m. 

PT
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