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Books Under Fire: The Rise of Book Banning in the United States

2018: 347 challenges*

2019: 377 challenges

2020: 156 challenges**

2021: 729 challenges

1597 unique titles

2022: 1272 challenges
2571 unique titles

*A challenge is a demand to remove or restrict materials in a library
**Schools & Libraries closed due to pandemic



Behind the Numbers

• Majority of challenged titles involved books 
addressing the lives, concerns and 
experiences of LGBTQIA+ persons, Black 
persons, Indigenous persons, or persons of 
color

• Organized efforts by political advocacy 
groups to censor entire categories of books 
from libraries based on subject matter or 
author

• Growing involvement of elected officials to 
use legislation to limit access to library 
books based on topic, genre, or viewpoint







ALA Support for Libraries and Schools Managing Book Challenges

● Challenge Support for librarians and educators
○ One-on-One, confidential support for staff, trustees, and 

community members

○ Public statements and letters of support

○ Guidance on policies and best practices

● Merritt Humanitarian Fund / Freedom to Read Foundation

● Confidential challenge reporting and data collection

● Trend spotting and public advocacy

● Public awareness: Most Challenged Books, Banned Books Week

Please do not share or republish without permission 
Deborah Caldwell-Stone
dstone@ala.org
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Upcoming GLR Learning Tuesdays Webinars:
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GLR LEARNING TUESDAYS SPECIAL EARLY MATH+EARLY LITERACY SESSION
Get To Know MathTalk
Thursday, March 30, 3−4:30 p.m. ET/12−1:30 p.m. PT

FUNDER-TO-FUNDER CONVERSATION
Co-sponsored by The Patterson Foundation
Digital Access & Data: How Can Funders Bridging the Digital Divide Use Data to Drive Strategy and Impact
Tuesday, April 4, 12:30-1:45 p.m. ET/9:30–10:45 a.m. PT

GLR LEARNING TUESDAYS: LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY CHALLENGE WEBINAR
State Investments Taking High-Impact Tutoring to Scale
Tuesday, April 4, 3:00-4:30 p.m. ET/12-1:30 p.m. PT
Co-sponsored by Overdeck Family Foundation

GLR LEARNING TUESDAYS: LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY CHALLENGE
Beyond the ESSER "Funding Cliff": Local Supports to Sustain High-Impact Tutoruing
Tuesday, April 11, 3−4:30 p.m. ET/12−1:30 p.m. PT
Co-sponsored by Overdeck Family Foundation
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