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ESSA Tiers

Dr. Steven M. Ross



Tier 4: 

Demonstrates a Rationale

Research-based logic 

model and Tier 3 study 

planned or underway

ESSA Tiers of  Evidence

Tier 3: 

Promising

Comparison group study

Tier 2: 

Moderate

QED or less rigorous RCT study, 350+ 

students, more than one district or 

school

Tier 1: 

Strong

RCT study, 350+ students, more than one 

district or school







Evidence-Rich
Educator-Led. Free.
Curriculum at a Crossroads: EdReports
September 30, 2025



EdReports is a non-profit organization that increases 

the capacity of teachers, administrators, and leaders 

to seek, identify and demand the highest quality 

instructional materials. Drawing upon expert 

educators, our reviews of instructional materials and 

support of smart adoption processes equip teachers 

with excellent materials nationwide. 



What is EdReports’ Role?

EdReports serves as a trusted, educator-led independent review 
organization. Our free and public reviews: 

● Provide transparent, evidence based criteria and information, 

serving as a benchmark for state and district processes

● Encourage state and district reflection and conversation about  

quality, alignment, and usability

Most importantly, EdReports is a place to start in order for states and 

districts to make informed decisions 



20
million
students impacted

1,120+
reports published 124

of the largest 

200 school districts 

using EdReports

1000+
reviewers from 

50 states

40 publishers making changes 
based on our reviews

OVER

43
State DOEs 

Have drawn on 

EdReports work to 

promote HQIM

OVER

EdReports 

Impact



Edreports.org/reports



Nationally, on average, states and/or districts adopt materials once every five to 

seven years. A district can miss the opportunity to serve a generation of students 

by selecting the wrong material. Imagine a student who experiences at least 

seven years of education with materials that do no support deeper learning.

Materials Matter
Materials selection is a high-stakes, legacy decision.

1 YEAR 2 YEARS 3 YEARS 4 YEARS 5 YEARS 6 YEARS 7 YEARS

District 

Selection 

District 

Selection 



15

EdReports and The Decision Lab 

conducted a comprehensive survey 

of over 250 district leaders and 

educators to gain deeper 

understanding of the factors 

influencing district adoption of HQIM.

Beyond Selection: 
Rethinking How Districts Adopt Curriculum

https://www.edreports.org/resources/article/beyond-selection



What did we find?







Calls to Action

● Establish strong foundations early by understanding local, state, 

and federal requirements and assessing technology infrastructure 

compatibility before beginning material review

● Design comprehensive adoption processes that plan for 

implementation from day one rather than treating selection and 

implementation as separate activities.

● Center educator voice while building broad stakeholder 

consensus through structured engagement processes. 

● Leverage external expertise strategically for high-value, complex 

aspects of adoption while maintaining local decision authority.



gradelevelreading.net  /  @readingby3rd  /  #GLReading


	Slide 1: Curriculum at a Crossroads: Evidence and What Works
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: ESSA Tiers
	Slide 6: ESSA Tiers of Evidence
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Evidence-Rich Educator-Led. Free.
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: What is EdReports’ Role?
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Materials Matter
	Slide 15: Beyond Selection:  Rethinking How Districts Adopt Curriculum
	Slide 16: What did we find?
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: Calls to Action
	Slide 20

